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       BATH IN BLOOM COMMITTEE 2025 

 

 

Achievements of 2023/2024 

¶ A successful annual gardening competition 

¶ We organised tulip bulb planting in Autumn 

2024 with Alkmaar Twinning Association 

and numerous community groups and local 

schools 

¶ We organised a painting competition with 

local schools and sent the winning paintings 

on to the RHS SW in Bloom 

¶ We maintained and improved our existing 

horticultural displays 

¶ We have increased the number of our 

sponsors and our income 

¶ We have increased our involvement with 

local schools and have future development 

plans 

¶ We organised a special IYN awards evening 

to celebrate their amazing successes 

¶ In partnership with a local association, we 

designed and planted a community flower 

garden to celebrate our 60th Anniversary 

¶ We hosted the RHS SW in Bloom awards 

ceremony in October  

¶ Bath in Bloom became RHS Champions! 

 

 

 

Aims for 2025 and Beyond 

¶ To continue running the annual Bath and 

BANES area gardening competition with 

increased numbers 

¶ To provide more grants, advice and 

practical help to our IYNõs and other 

community groups 

¶ To host another awards ceremony in 

October for our 21 IYN groups and other 

community groups that embrace 

horticulture and the environment 

¶ To increase our range of sponsors and 

further increase our income. 

¶ To increase our further involvement with 

schools and young people 

¶ To recruit more volunteers due to our 

increasing commitments 

¶ To maintain and improve our existing 

horticultural displays as well as searching 

out new opportunities and sites 

¶ To plant more trees and bulbs around Bath 

¶ To launch our new website which is almost 

ready to go live 

 

 

STEVE BROOK  Chairman 

BARRY CRUSE MBE Honorary President 

MARK SNELUS  Treasurer 

DIANA BARLOW Secretary 

CHRISTINE BROOK Local Resident 

MARIAN McNEIR MBE Alderwoman of Banes 

STEVEN REA  Schools Co-ordinator 

SUE SYMONS  Local Resident 

 

The Bath in Bloom committee was formed in 1964. The ethos of Bath in Bloom 

has changed considerably since the 1960õs and in line with modern thinking and 

the changing RHS principles we are now a hugely different organisation. Bath in 

Bloom now embrace the new priorities of climate change, biodiversity, the 

environment, involvement of the community and changes to horticultural 

practices. 

Bath in Bloom work together with Bath and North East Somerset Council 

(BANES), Bath Business Improvement District (Bath BID), many community 

groups, numerous individuals, and generous sponsors. 
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BATH IN BLOOM SPONSORS AND SUPPORTERS 

 

 

 

 

 

Kindly donated £250 

 

Supported By 

 

 

 

Supported By 

 

 

 

Kindly donated £1000 of Vouchers 

 

Kindly donated £600 

 

Kindly Donated £500 

 

Sponsor in Kind 

 

 

Kindly donated £1550 

 

                       Kindly donated £300 

 

K  

 

Kindly Donated £500 for schools 

 

Kindly donated £500 

 

Kindly Donated £300 

 

Supported by 
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            HORTICULTURE 

BATH PARKS DEPARTMENT 

 

 

From their greenhouses in Royal Victoria Park, Bath Parks 

department raise thousands of plants from seed, plugs and 

cuttings, to supply stock for hanging baskets, planters and 

floral displays to decorate the city. 

Self-watering baskets are used to reduce the frequency of 

watering and all compost used is peat free. 

The Parks department now must take a more commercial 

approach, and baskets and planters are sold to local 

businesses, which can also include a watering service. 

Bath parks and green spaces can be hired for private 

functions, parties and weddings. 

 

 

  

This year many towns 

and cities are celebrating 

the 250th Anniversary of 

Jane Austenõs birth and 

Bath is no exception. 

Bath Parks are installing 

a celebratory 3D display 

in the Parade Gardens. 

 
 

 

Bath Parks staff 
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HORTICULTURE 

BATH PARKS DEPARTMENT 

 

 

Bath Parks fully support No Mow May but also 

throughout the year there is a policy of not cutting 

some roadside verges, grass banks and around 

large trees to encourage wildlife. There is a 

balance between supporting biodiversity and 

practical use of green spaces, for the use of 

residents and visitors.  

 

 

Bath and Nort h East Somerset (BANES) Council has 

published a climate and ecological emergency strategy. 

Like all parks departments everywhere, Bath has had to 

change its practices to move with the times. Economic 

constraints as well as the important priorities of 

biodiversity, sustainability and wildlife have necessitated 

adopting new and imaginative ways of looking after our 

green spaces. 

Throughout the City many flower beds, which were 

previously planted with bedding, are now thriving 

herbaceous borders. These borders, highly popular with 

residents and visitors alike, are now being planted with 

grasses, pollinator friendly flowers and shrubs. 

 

  

Royal Victoria Park with unmown areas of 

grass around the trees but leaving cut grass 

for recreational use. 
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HORTICULTURE 

BATHSCAPE 

The Bathscape Scheme was launched in October 2018 to promote better management 

and use of the Bathscape, the beautiful natural landscape surrounding the historic city of 

Bath. It aims to restore and enhance the Bathscape, to make it more accessible and help 

ensure its appreciated and actively enjoyed by more people in Bath, both residents and 

visitors alike. To date 18,000 people have participated in events or walks. 

Over 900 volunteers have contributed their time and enthusiasm, carrying out activities 

including practical conservation works such as path maintenance and wall building, 

habitat surveying, leading walks, and public engagement including schools. 

 

The Bathscape Scheme consists 

of interconnected projects and 

advises, cares for, and works with 

owners of: 

¶ 150 hectares of woodland 

¶ 64 grassland areas 

¶ 30 important viewpoints 

¶ 14 flower-rich meadows 

¶ 10 archaeological sites 

 

 

 

The complete circuit is 20.5 

miles but can be done in 4 

walks. 

 

 

Wildflower seed sowing 

 

Tree maintenance 

 

Planting tulip bulbs 

 

 

 

Rubbish collecting 

 

Hay making 
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Bath BID is funded by a voluntary levy paid by city 

centre businesses. They play an active and vital role in 

the management of the city centre.  

 

Bath BID actively promote Bath by organising summer 

events, the hugely successful Christmas market and 

ensuring the city looks clean and attractive. They liaise 

with other organisations such as BANES Council, the 

Parks department, the police, marketing groups, Bath 

in Bloom and other voluntary groups. 

 

Bath BID employ marshals and rangers seven days a 

week, including some nights, to help with security 

problems such as anti-social behaviour and vandalism, 

cleansing and litter problems, graffiti removal and 

concerns raised by participating businesses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Bath BID, once again, 

organised a planting 

session for the forty 

urns around Parade 

Gardens and 

Terrace Walk. This 

involved employees 

from local businesses 

and volunteers from 

Bath in Bloom. 

 

 

To celebrate the 250th 

Birthday Anniversary of 

Jane Austen, Bath BID 

have collaborated with 

the Jane Austen Centre in 

Bath to create a Jane 

Austen Character Trail 

competition where 

characters have been 

placed in shop windows 

and entrants have to 

identify the person and 

the novel they appear in. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Bath BID 

promote one 

of the most 

successful 

Christmas 

markets in 

the country 

bringing in 

450,000 

people over 

18 days. 

Many pretty 

floral 

displays are 

purchased 

by Bath BID 

every year 

to brighten 

up the city 

centre. 

 

Bath BID Safe Bus providing 

welfare support at weekends. 
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  Environmental Responsibility 

 

 

Bath, as a major tourist city, has 

to constantly review and 

improve ways of keeping the 

city clean, healthy and attractive 

for residents and visitors. 

Reducing climate polluting 

measures are always high on 

the agenda so that encouraging 

transport other than cars is a 

high priority. 

The park and rides schemes are 

encouraged for car users. 

 

 

 

 

 

BANES is putting a new electric recycling 

truck through its paces, and itõs powered 

solely by electricity generated from solar 

panels at Keynsham Recycling Hub. 

 

 

 

BANES 

received 

funding from 

the UKõs 

Chewing 

Gum Task 

Force to help 

clean up 

Britainõs 

streets. 

 

 

Locally collected green waste 

is turned into accredited 

quality compost by a local 

contractor. BANES then sell 

the compost at a local 

recycling centre. 

55.3% of household waste is 

reused, recycled or 

composted. Only 3.3% goes 

to landfill with the remainder 

going for energy recovery. 

 

 

Cyclists of all ages are 

encouraged! 

 

BANES have signed up 

DOTT to supply e-bikes 

and e-scooters and they 

can be hired from multiple 

places around the city. 

Another 20 hangars holding 

6 bikes have been added to 

the existing 21 across 

BANES. Storage is £60/year 

and so far, occupancy rate is 

94%. 
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COMMUNITY LITTER PICKING  

 

 

 

 

 

Volunteers from local businesses 

litter picking in the city centre. 

 

 

The Canal 

and River 

Trust 

clearing a 

patch of 

the River 

Avon in 

March, as 

part of the 

Great 

River Avon 

Litter Pick. 

 

 

Bath in Bloom with Bath BID and local businesses litter picking in the city centre. 
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Environmental Responsibility 

 

 

Bath Urban Treescape  

Bathscape help to fund Bath Urban Treescape and has helped 

them develop an impressive 12 self-walking tree trails with more 

always in the pipeline. The trails highlight the native and exotic 

trees which are literally ôhiding in plain sightõ.  

Free printed maps are available or can be downloaded from their 

website. 

 

This year the team is running òBathõs Favourite Treesó project and 

is encouraging everyone to nominate a tree in their part of Bath 

and say if there is a story linked to their choice. 

 
The tree plaques have been made to the same 

standard as Kew Gardens and manufactured by 

a Bath resident and business owner, Vaughan 

Thomas. The information displayed by using the 

QR code shows information about the tree and 

fun experiences including feeling the bark, 

listening to the foliage, and looking up into the 

branches. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Regular guided tree walks are also run by the 

team focusing on a location such as the RUH 

hospital grounds or a theme such as Jane Austen 

trees! 

 

 

 

 

A cherry tree planted 

in Alice Park  to 

celebrate the friendship 

between Bath and 

Beppu in Japan. 

#friendshiptrees 
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CHARLCOMBE ANNUAL TOAD MIGRATION PATROL  

The annual closure of Charlcombe Lane to through traffic for up to six weeks in 

February and March, was in force again this year. 

Charlcombe has one of the countryõs major toad migration routes. Every year toads, 

frogs and newts migrate down the hillside from surrounding fields to their breeding 

ground in a nearby lake. In past years there have been heavy casualties and so a volunteer 

group was set up to help these precious creatures to cross the road. They patrol every 

night for up to six weeks, saving thousands of amphibians. 

Environmental Responsibility 

 

 

 

 

 

A local van driver who happened to pull alongside 

some litter pickers was persuaded to carry bags 

of collected rubbish to the collection point! 

 

2025 Statistics  

Toads 1376, Frogs 1424, Newts 1194 

Great Crested Newt 1 

TOTAL 3995 

Volunteer Hours 648 

Over 50,000 amphibians saved over 22 years. 
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  ITõS YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD GROUPS 

 

 

Alice Park volunteers took over a derelict plot of land on the edge 

of one of Bathõs parks and converted it into a garden growing 

vegetables, fruit and flowers. Their ethos is to embrace wildlife and 

sustainable growing practices giving local residents access to organic 

food and a beautiful place to practice gardening. 

They also provide well-being and horticultural classes for adults and 

children and hold social get-togethers. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Bear Flat  Association  in collaboration with 

Bath in Bloom, created a community garden on one of 

the busiest main roads leading into Bath, viewed by 

1000õs of people daily. 
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  ITõS YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD GROUPS 

 

 

Bath City Farm  is situated on a beautiful 

37-acre site with stunning views over Bath. The farm is a 

living, working charity farm that is a much-loved visitor 

attraction. It includes a community café and farm shop, 

farm animals, childrenõs playground and various 

woodland and nature trails. The farm relies heavily on 

volunteers of all ages and abilities. 

The farm provides education, training and therapeutic 

activities for adults and children.  
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ITõS YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD GROUPS 

 
More Trees B ANES  is a not-for-profit community-based 

organisation that grow trees from seed collected from local ancient woodlands. In 

2024 they moved to their own Hub that proudly consists of a community cabin, large 

polytunnel and composting toilet. Seedling trees are grown into saplings at their 

community-based nurseries all around the city, including several junior schools, for 

eventual planting out into the BANES area.  

From the seed collection, growing on, and planting out, it is all done within a 10-mile 

radius, keeping everything local. 

 

 

Seeds collected from all 

different native trees 

 

 

 

Collecting tree seeds from 20 

woodland areas in BANES 

The Barrow Mead tree nursery at Rush Hill Bath, 

maintained by community group Blooming Whiteway 

 

Volunteers cleaning the 

collected seed 

 

Planting seedlings in a school 

tree nursery 

 

 

Planting out saplings at 

Peasedown St John Primary 

School 

At the 2024 SW in Bloom 

awards held in Bath, each 

attendee was given a tree 

sapling grown by More 

Trees Banes to take away 

as a memento. 
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  ITõS YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD GROUPS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GREENLINKS  ð BATH M IND  

Volunteers at the Monksdale allotments that 

are part of the Greenlinks project run by 

Bath Mind. They are proudly displaying their 

produce which is then turned into delicious 

free meals for the volunteers and visitors. 

 

 

 

 

Food for Thought is part of Bath Mind 

that offers nutritional workshops using 

the allotment produce. 

 

Wild About Weston is a small group of volunteers creating and promoting 

wildlife habitats in Weston Village, on the edge of Bath. One of their first projects was sowing 

wildflower seed and plug planting in some waste ground on a housing estate in Weston. Gabions were 

filled with all sorts of debris to create insect friendly shelters. Local schoolchildren painted pebbles for 

the tops of the gabions. WAW are also working with BANES Cemetery Team at Locksbrook cemetery 

putting up bird boxes and helped plant tulip bulbs donated by the Alkmaar Twinning Association. 
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Overlooking the City of Bath and only a few minutesõ walk from 

the railway station, lie some ten acres of undulating pasture.  

The not-for-profit community groupõs vision is to òconserve and 

enhance the biodiversity of the land and maintain its wild nature 

whilst safeguarding public access.ó 

 

 

 

 

 The Friends of Lyncombe Hill Fields  

ITõS YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD GROUPS 

Lyncombe Hill Fields now supports a range of 

features, traditional grassland pasture rich in 

wildflowers, old and new hedgerows with wonderful 

mature trees and a new small developing woodland.  

Dozens of volunteers meet twice a week to engage in 

various activities ranging from hard manual jobs to 

recording fauna and flora, photography, guided field 

walks and teaching local school children. 

 

 

 

 

The yearly calendar, with photographs taken by volunteer 

Jackie Terrett, helps raise funds for ongoing projects. 

 

 
 


