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       BATH IN BLOOM COMMITTEE 2024 

STEVE BROOK  Chairman 

BARRY CRUSE MBE Honorary President 

MARK SNELUS  Treasurer 

DIANA BARLOW Secretary 

ALISON BOGLE  Local Resident 

CHRISTINE BROOK Local Resident 

MARIAN McNEIR MBE Former Councillor and Alderwoman of Bath and North East Somerset 

STEVEN REA  Local Resident & Schools Co-ordinator 

SUE SYMONS  Local Resident 

 

 

The Bath in Bloom committee was formed in 1964 and we are now celebrating our 60th Anniversary. The ethos 

of Bath in Bloom has changed considerably since the 1960õs and in line with modern thinking and the changing 

RHS principles we are now a very different organisation. Bath in Bloom now embrace the new priorities of 

climate change, biodiversity, the environment, involvement of the community and changes to horticultural 

practices. 

Bath in Bloom work together with Bath and North East Somerset Council (BANES), Bath Business Improvement 

District (BID), a large number of community groups, numerous individuals and generous sponsors. 

Achievements of 2023/2024 

¶ A successful annual gardening competition 

¶ We organised daffodil bulb planting in 

Autumn 2023 with various community 

groups and plan to do so again this year 

¶ We organised a painting competition with 

local schools and sent the winning paintings 

on to the RHS SW in Bloom 

¶ We maintained and improved our existing 

horticultural displays 

¶ We have increased the number of our 

sponsors and our income 

¶ We have increased our involvement with 

local schools and have future development 

plans 

¶ We are in the process of redesigning our 

website 

¶ In partnership with a local community we 

designed and planted a community flower 

garden to celebrate our 60th Anniversary 

¶ We are looking forward to hosting the 

RHS SW in Bloom awards ceremony in 

October  

 

 

 

Aims for 2025 and Beyond 

¶ To continue running the annual Bath 

gardening competition with increased 

numbers 

¶ To provide more grants, advice and 

practical help to our IYNõs and other 

community groups 

¶ To increase our range of sponsors and 

further increase our income 

¶ To increase our involvement with schools 

and young people 

¶ To recruit further volunteers due to our 

increasing commitments 

¶ To maintain and improve our existing 

horticultural displays  

¶ To plant more trees and bulbs around Bath 
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BATH IN BLOOM SPONSORS AND SUPPORTERS 

 

 

 

 

 

Kindly donated £750 

Supported By 

 

 

 

Sponsor in Kind 

 

 

Kindly donated £500 
 

Kindly donated £500 

 

Kindly Donated £1500 

 

Sponsor in Kind 

 

 

Kindly donated £1500 

 

                       Kindly donated £300 

 

K  

 

Kindly Donated £400 for schools 

Supported By

 

 

 

Kindly Donated £500 
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            HORTICULTURE 

BATH PARKS DEPARTMENT 

 

 

From their greenhouses in Royal Victoria Park, Bath Parks 

department raise thousands of plants, from seed, plugs 

and cuttings, to supply stock for hanging baskets, planters 

and floral displays to decorate the city. 

Self-watering baskets are used to reduce the frequency of 

watering and all compost used is peat free. 

The Parks department now must take a more commercial 

approach and baskets and planters are sold to local 

businesses, which can also include a watering service. 

Bath parks and green spaces can be hired for private 

functions, parties and weddings etc. 

 

 

   

 
One of the Corten steel planters lining the 

City end of the London Road.   

Bathwick roundabout 

planted with perennials 
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HORTICULTURE 

BATH PARKS DEPARTMENT 

 

 

Bath Parks fully support No Mow May but also 

throughout the year there is a policy of not cutting 

some roadside verges, grass banks and around 

large trees to encourage wildlife. There is a 

balance between supporting biodiversity and 

practical use of green spaces, for the use of 

residents and visitors.  

 

 

Bath and Nort h East Somerset (BANES) Council has 

published a climate and ecological emergency strategy. 

Like all parks departments everywhere, Bath has had to 

change its practices to move with the times. Economic 

constraints as well as the important priorities of 

biodiversity, sustainability and wildlife have necessitated 

adopting new and imaginative ways of looking after our 

green spaces. 

Throughout the City many flower beds, that were 

previously planted with bedding, are now thriving 

herbaceous borders. These borders, highly popular with 

residents and visitors alike, are now being planted with 

grasses, pollinator friendly flowers and shrubs. 

 

 

Royal Victoria Park with unmown areas of 

grass around the trees but leaving cut grass 

for recreational use. 
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HORTICULTURE 

BATHSCAPE 

The Bathscape Scheme was launched in October 2018 to promote better management 

and use of the Bathscape, the beautiful natural landscape surrounding the historic city of 

Bath. It aims to restore and enhance the Bathscape, to make it more accessible and help 

ensure its appreciated and actively enjoyed by more people in Bath, both residents and 

visitors alike. 

Over 500 volunteers have contributed their time and enthusiasm, carrying out activities 

including practical conservation works, habitat surveying, leading walks, research and 

public engagement. 

 

The Bathscape Scheme consists 

of 25 interconnected projects 

and cares for: 

¶ 80 hectares of woodland 

¶ 100 grasslands 

¶ 30 important viewpoints 

¶ 12 flower-rich meadows 

¶ 10 archaeological sites 

 

 

 

The complete circuit is 20.5 

miles but can be done in 4 

walks. 

 

 

  

Community Action for Nature 

volunteers seeding a hectare of 

grassland at Carrõs Wood. All 

the wildflower seed was 

collected from National Trust 

land last summer. 

Another dozen sites were 

seeded in the Autumn. 
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Bath BID is funded by a voluntary levy paid by city centre 

businesses. They play an active and vital role in the 

management of the city centre.  

 

Bath BID actively promote Bath by organising summer 

events, the hugely successful Christmas market and 

ensuring the city looks clean and attractive. They liaise 

with other organisations such as BANES Council, the 

Parks department, the police, marketing groups, Bath in 

Bloom and other voluntary groups. 

 

Bath BID employ marshals and rangers seven days a 

week, including some nights, to help with security 

problems such as anti-social behaviour and vandalism, 

cleansing and litter problems, graffiti removal and 

concerns raised by participating businesses. 

 

 

 

The new seagull-proof 

rubbish holders supplied 

by Bath BID to Bath City 

traders, as the seagull 

population in Bath is 

becoming a problem. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

All the pictures were hand-painted by BID employee 

Miriam Zaccarelli. 

 

 

 

Bath BID organised a 

planting session with 

volunteers from 

various Bath 

businesses and Bath in 

Bloom. Forty planters 

and urns in the city 

centre were planted 

with flowers and 

shrubs. 

 

 

 

 

BID purchase a large number of 

floral displays for the city centre. 
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  Environmental Responsibility 

 

 

BANES have a Clean and Green campaign. The team has 

responsibility for graffiti removal, which is free to local residents 

but is charged for commercial premises.  

Another major task is the removal of street plants and weeds, but 

as the Council has a policy of no chemical spraying they are 

experimenting with new methods, however, much is still done by 

hand weeding with hoes, though this is very labour intensive. 

The Clean and Green team also work with community volunteer 

groups and local Councillors to tackle problem areas and arrange 

community action days, where residents can get involved. 

 

 

 

 

BANES has teamed up with a composting 

contractor Pennys, to turn locally collected 

garden waste into industry accredited quality 

compost. This compost will be sold to Bath 

residents at a local Recycling Centre for £4 

for a 40-litre bag. 

 

 

 

 

OTHER COUNCIL ENVIRONMENTAL INITIATIVES  

¶ Increased pedestrianisation of much of the city centre 

¶ Installation of bike lanes covering many areas of the 

city 

¶ 15 planned or existing community-led Liveable 

Neighbourhoods. ¢ƘŜǎŜ [bΩǎ ŀƛƳ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ 

streets by restricting vehicle access and increasing the 

safety and wellbeing of the residents 

¶ A Clean Air Zone (CAZ) covering the central area of 

Bath 

¶ Provision of an electric scooter and bike scheme 

which is widely used and popular 

¶ All the above are aimed to encourage more safe 

walking and cycling 
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COMMUNITY LITTER PICKING  

The Great Avon River Pick ð 16th March 2024 

Bath in Bloom committee members helping the Weston Group 

 

 

One hundred and ninety-one people of all ages came together, including 

the local canoe club, to clear litter along the River Avon and the Kennet 

and Avon canal, from Hanham to Bradford on Avon. 258 bags of rubbish 

were collected, all in 2 hours! 

 

 

 

Bath BID organised a joint 

litter pick with volunteer 

staff from two Bath hotels. 

 

Bath in Bloom join Bath BID and The 

Francis Hotel on a city litter pick. 

 
George, an enthusiastic 

younger volunteer for     

Bath in Bloom, litter 

picking in his local park. 
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Environmental Responsibility 

 

 

 

Bath Urban Treescape  

 

Bath Urban Treescape create walking trails to discover and 

enjoy the rich selection of trees around Bath. Nearly 

11,000 tree trail maps have been shared across Bath and 

with Bathscapeõs support another 8000 have been printed. 

Regular tree identification walks are well attended. 

In June, one of the oldest trees in Bath, the huge London 

Plane tree in Abbey Green, will finally receive its name 

plate. These plaques have been made to the same standard 

as Kew Gardens and manufactured by a Bath resident and 

business owner, Vaughan Thomas. 

 

 

 

Friends of Kensington 

Meadows 

 

Tree planting and an annual Wassail are just a few of 

the community events held on these flood meadows. 

The meadows also hosted a Parks for Pollinators free 

workshop funded by West of England Combined 

Authority. 
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CHARLCOMBE ANNUAL TOAD MIGRATION PATROL  

The annual closure of Charlcombe Lane to through traffic for up to six weeks in February and 

March, was in force again this year. 

Charlcombe has one of the countryõs major toad migration routes. Every year toads, frogs and 

newts migrate down the hillside from surrounding fields to their breeding ground in a nearby 

lake. In past years there have been heavy casualties and so a volunteer group was set up to 

help these precious creatures to cross the road. They patrol every night for up to six weeks, 

saving thousands of lives. 

Environmental Responsibility 

 

 

. 

 

 

Frog and toad spawn that can be found in the 

breeding lake below. 

 

 

A local van driver who happened to pull alongside 

some litter pickers was persuaded to carry bags 

of collected rubbish to the collection point! 

 



12 

 

   

 

  ITõS YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD GROUPS 

 

 

Alice Park volunteers took over a derelict plot of land on the edge of one 

of Bathõs parks and converted it into a garden growing vegetables, fruit 

and flowers. Their ethos is to embrace wildlife and sustainable growing 

practices giving local residents access to organic food and a beautiful 

place to practice gardening. 

They raised funds to build an impressive, covered oak-framed community 

area (see photo), where they sell produce, provide tuition classes for 

adults and children and hold social get-togethers. 

In recent years they have installed water butts, compost areas, garden 

sheds and small greenhouses. 

They enjoy making delicious meals to share, from their own produce. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bath WI Garden 

The Bath WI garden is situated in the Botanical Gardens 

in Royal Victoria Park. A group of volunteers maintain 

this quirky garden to the delight of visitors and locals 

alike.  
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  ITõS YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD GROUPS 

 

 

Bath City Farm  is situated on a beautiful 

37-acre site with stunning views over Bath. The farm is a 

living, working charity farm that is a much-loved visitor 

attraction. It includes a community café and farm shop, 

farm animals, childrenõs playground and various 

woodland and nature trails. The farm relies heavily on 

volunteers of all ages and abilities 

The farm provides education, training and therapeutic 

activities for adults and children. The farm has a diverse 

mix of animals including newly acquired llamas, the photo 

opposite shows Paddington. 

  

 

In April Bath City Farm in conjunction with Bathscape 

conducted a newt survey and recorded over 150 Palmate 

newts and 7 Great Crested newts between their 2 ponds.  

 

Natural Pathways is a friendly 

wildlife conservation group with 

a focus to improve peopleõs 

mental wellbeing. 

At Bath City Farm adults of all 

abilities can learn about hedge 

laying, scything, wildlife 

identification and surveying. 
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ITõS YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD GROUPS 

 

MORE TREES FOR BANES  

More Trees for BANES is a not-for-profit community-based organisation that collect seed 

from local ancient woodlands and sow in their Hub, a space donated by Bath Parks in Royal 

Victoria Park. The seedlings are then grown into saplings at their community based 

nurseries all around the city, for eventual planting out into the BANES area.  

¶ Over 11,000 trees planted since 2008 

¶ 9 Community based nurseries for the growing on of saplings 

¶ 6 School nurseries with raised beds specially designed for young people of all 

abilities to be able to tend to the saplings 

¶ 300 saplings from school nurseries planted out since 2023 

¶ 20 Woodland seed collection areas 

 

 

 

 

 

Left, Steve Brook, 

Chairman of Bath 

in Bloom, 

presenting 

members of More 

Trees Banes the 

SW RHS London & 

Manchester 

Trophy for 

outstanding 

contribution to an 

environmental 

initiative. 

 

The Barrow Mead tree nursery at Rush Hill Bath, 

maintained by community group Blooming Whiteway 

One of the school tree nurseries 
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  ITõS YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD GROUPS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greenlinks offers opportunities to engage in gardening and 

social activities to improve mental health and well-being.  

They focus on welcoming people who are experiencing 

mental or physical health problems. 

GREENLINKS  �² BATH M IND  

Volunteers at the Monksdale allotments that are part 

of the Greenlinks project run by Bath Mind. They are 

proudly displaying their RHS IYN Outstanding 

certificate and the Bath in Bloom Best Horticultural 

Achievement by a Group trophy. 

 

 

 

Since 2014 Friends of Bloomfield Green 

have helped to care for this recreational 

space, owned and managed by BANES 

Council. 

The Friends meet regularly for clean-ups 

and gardening and in June each year they 

organise the Gathering on The Green. 

 

 


