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The Bath in Bloom committee was formed in 1964 and has its roots in the inauguration of the Britain in Bloom
awards. Originally formed by a group of local businessmen whose aim was to decide how best to decorate the
city streetswith flowers, in order to participate in the newly launched Britain in Bloom competition. Local

traders initially paid for the scheme but as time progressed, and the scale of the task at hand became apparent
was taken on by the Parks Department of tBeuncil

Now fifty-nineyears on the concept of Bath in Bloom has grown massively to include the committee itself, a
wide range of sponsors, local businesses, Bath and North East Somerset Council (BANES), Bath Business
Improvement District (BID), a hugeumber of community groups and numerous individuals, all working
together to make Bath the beautiful city that it is today.

Achievements 02022/2023 Aims for 2021 and Beyond

A successful annual gardening competitig
We are organisngdaffodil bulb planting
the Autumnwith various ommunity
groups

We organiseda painting competition with
local schoolaand sent the winning painting
on to the RHS SW in Bloom

We maintained and improved our existing
horticultural displays

We have incrasedthe numberof
volunteers who help theommittee

We have increased the number of our
sponsors and our income

We have set up a WhatsApp group for the
Bath in Bloom committee to share ideas,
photos and news

We have increased our involvement with
local stools and have future developmen|
plans

1 To continue running the annual Bath

gardeningcompetition with increased

numbers

To improve our website and social media

1 To provide more grantsadviceand
practicalhelg o our | YNOs
community groups

1 Toincrease our range of sponsors and
further increase our income

1 To increase our involvement with sobls
and young people

1 To mainkinand improveour existing

horticultural displays

To plant more trees and bulbs around Batl

1 To celebrate our 60 years in Britain in
Bloom
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BATH IN BLOOM SPONSORS AND SUPPORTERS

(a Bath Building Society

] Kindlydonated £500
Kindlydonated £500

Charter Trustees of the City of Bat

Kindlydonated £1400 Wx

Kindly donated 500

MOGERS Kindlydonated £500

DREWNETT

UNIVERSITY OF

> BATH
N2 monahans GARDENING CLUB

Chartered Accountants & Business Advisers .
Kindly donated £350 for schools

Kindly donated £300

rrnidfo rd manor indly donated £500

a hallmark care home

O
Kindly donated 500 ““. Mayden

Supported By

N Minuteman
BATHU(UGLASS Bath & North East e i e
oo e Somerset Council

Sponsor in Kind

Sponsor in Kind




HORTICULTURE

Bath & North East BATH PARKS DEPARTMENT
Somerset Council

Bath & North East Somerset (BANES) Council has publigteditnate and ecological emergency strgteg

Like all Parks departments everywheBath has had to changgs practices to move with the timed€conomic
constraints as well abe important priorities of biodiversity, sustainabilapd wildlifehavenecessitateédoping
new and imaginative ways of looking after our green spaces.

Sustainable Planting

Throughou the city many flower bedghat were previously planted with beddireye now thrivingherbaceous
borders. These borders, highly popular with residents and visitors alikeyawebeing planted with grasses and
pollinator friendly flowers and shrubs.

Royal Victoria Park
perennial bed

The Parkénursery cultivates most of their own plandésd onlybuy in plug plantashen required. The nursery is
diversifying by taking cuttings of plant stock throughout the year and from specific locations, such as the Bo
Gardens and Geagian gardens, so that they can grow and replenish stock rather than purchase from an exte
source.

Current practices to encourage wildlife include leaving graggow longin certain areaso give plants a chance
to flower and produce seed. It alsaqvides shelter for bugs, amphibians, reptiles and small mammals.

Bath Parks have embraced the fact that long grass and healthy hedges create green highways that connec



HORTICULTURE

BATH PARKS DEPARTMENT

To create additional habitats, felled trees are made safe but often left in situ to slowly decompose.

In Autumn fallen leaves are collected and used as a machlweed suppressarih shrubberies and distributed to
allotment sites for their gardeners to use. Many leaves are kept on site in various locations, such as the Bot:
Gardens, to degrade and use as leaf mould.

Parks have teamed up
with local artist Marion
Hill, recently featured
on Countryfile, to
create bug charts for
easy identification in the
Botanical Gardens in
Royal Victoria Park.

There is now a policy of not spraying
weeds with harmful chemicals to prevel
harming insects and other wildlife. New
ways of controlling unwanted weeds art
being trialled. Many weeds are now
removed by hand which inevitably
involves volunteers.

A group of volunteers and Parks staff proudly displaying their new Greenwad at Hedgemead Park

The prestigious Green Flag Award has been givesixo f Bat hds ¢
Alexandra Park, Bloomfield Greedaycombe Cenetery,Hedgemead Park,
Henrietta Park, and Royal Victoria Palkany of these parks have their own
OFriends ofdé volunteer groups who




HORTICULTURE

BATH PARKS DEPARTMENT

All compost used is how peat free and when
required a biological control of nematodes is addec
to the mix, as no pesticides are used; this helps
protect young plants. Old used compost is recyclec
to reuse in the bottoms of window boxes and deep
containers

Bath Parks Nursery

All hanging baskets are now of a se#tering design which reduces the waste and frequency of wate

Preparation and planting of the butterfly art installation to be placed irBingthgate Shopping Centre




HORTICULTURE

BATH PARKS DEPARTMENT

Royal Victoria Park

The Parks Department cultivates most of thei
own plants in their nursery in Royal Victoria
Park.Some cuttings are also taken for use in
baskets and flower beds. This helps to keep
costs down.

With the current financial constraints, the Parks Departme
has become more commercially aware and is offering
planting services, such as hanging baskets and container:
paying business and private customers. This can include
watering and maintemae options if required.

Parks are also responsible for the numerolsautifu)
municipafloral displays throughout the city.

University of Bath

Royal United Hospital

. Kingsmead Square




HORTICULTURE

ROOTS ALLOTMENTS

Roots is a hew concept of allotment
gardeningWith extremely long waiting
lists for mostmunicipakllotments, a
group of young lads dead to turn a
large, underutilised fielehto a
commercial lisinessrenting out sites to
members; but with a vergifferentvibe
and feelThey wanted to create an
allotment@ommunityusing the latest
wildlife friendly and growing techniques.

Prices start from £9.99/month depending
on plot size Everything is provideaf

the novice gardener right up to the most
experiencedallotmenteer.t has been a
roaring success with the large initial site
being sold out quickly and so they have
now opered 2 more sitesanother in Bath
and one in Bristol.

Membership Includes:

Access to tools on site
30+ seed type packets
10+ plug plants
Waterthroughoutsite
20+ events per year
Video lessons

On site compost + mulch :
Plant $iare

Produce share

Seed swap

Access t®ite manager
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Environmental Responsibilityl

BATH

Business
Improvement
District

The Bath Business Improvement District (BID) is an
independent, netor-profit, businessed company working to
provide a better environment for businesses, residents and
visitorswithin a designated central area cditB.

It is funded by a voluntary levy on business rates.

This year Bath BID have purchased 50 hanging baskets from Bath Parks for display in the city centre. They have al
planted other containers around the city and provide a watering service for these.

Bath BID employ marshals and rangers to help with security problems such as vandalism, cleansing and litter probl
graffiti removalnd concerns raised by participating businesses.

In addition, Bath BID employolunteer city ambassadors to engage wititers and shoppers.



Environmental Responsibility ‘

BANESCouncilareinvesting £1m in
neighbourhood services. One servici
is their Clean and Green campaign,
a team that works with local
volunteer groups and Councillors to
tackle problem areas armtrange
community action days where
residents get involved. All equipmen
is provided.

Another service is free graffiti
removal for domestic properties,
commercial properties can purchase
this service.

Odd Down Litter Group

BANES Council are very supportive of local volunteer
community initiatives. They will provide equipment such
hoes, brushes and shovels when booked in advance. T}
will also arrange to collect any bags of waste.

Weston Village Litter Group Volunteers doingnaonthly
street cleaning and weeding sessiltnaddition to this a
monthly litter pick is also done.

10



oy = COMMUNITY LITTER PICKING

The Great Avon River Pic& 18" March 2023

One group who collected 16 bags out of the overall total.

One hundred and
seventy people of all
ages came together tc
clear litter along the
River Avon and the
Kennet and Avon
canal, from Keynsham
to Bradford on Avon,
171 bags of rubbish
were collected and
plenty of large loose
items.

11

Who took part:

Avon Fire and Rescue

Bath and North East Council
Bah Canoe Club

Bath in Bloom

Bath Sea Cadets

Canoe Avon

Corston Wombles

Duke of Edinburghos
Friends of Kensington Meadows
Friends of Sydney Gardens
Goodgym

Keynsham Wombles

Mayor of Bath Litter Pick Group
Newbridge Litter Pickers
Saltford Wombles

Weston Village Litter Group
Widcombe Association




Environmental Responsibility ‘

CHARLCOMBE ANNUAL TOAD MIGRATION PATROL

The annual closure of Charlcombe Laoehrough trafficfor up to sixweeks in
February and Marghwas in force again this year.

Charl combe has one of the countryds n
frogs and newtsnigrate down the hillside from surrounding fields to their breeg
ground in a nearby lake. In past years there have been heavy casualties and so a
volunteer group was set up to help these precious creatures to cross the rblaey
patrol every night forup to six weekssaving thousands of lives.

The 2023 totalwas 2,249 amphibians collected and taken to their breeding grounds

A 33 & "t
b Temporary Road Closure
=== From 13/02/33 -27/03/22
rgl It Toad Migration -
Charlcombe Toad Rescue
. 0225 394041

Volunteers were out at the end of June
helping hundreds of froglets cross
Charlcombe Lane as they made their
way back up the valley.

A newt photographed on its journey.
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C*mpianity
Garden

A.,I’%e Park

Alice Park Communitys a very active
group of volunteersmaintaining a
garden growing vegetables, fruit and
flowers. Their ethos is to embrace
wildlife and sustainable growing
practicesgiving local residents access
to organic foodanda beautiful place
to practice gardening.

One new initiative is the use of
ool l as6 to help v
are unglazed terracotta pots that are
buried in the ground with the neck
exposed above soil level. The water
gently seeps out into the surrounding
soil. They have haght a handful to
see how they perform in their very
dry ground with a view to running a
workshop making their own!

New wicker hurdles and supports are
also being made as an attractive
addition to the garden.

(NATURE

DETECTIVES

Family Forest School Sessions
Alice Park Community Garden
Saturday 25th March, 22nd April,
20th May 10 - 11:30 am
Aimed ot under 53 and their families, older siblings welcome
Book your place now at
www.foxgloveforestschool.co.uk

Fot genaral enquirles contact info@forgloveformstachool.co.uk

The Bath WI gardeiis situated in the Botanical Garden
in Royal Victoria Park. A group of volunteers maintain
this quirky garden to the delight of visitors and locals

alike.
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Bath City Farm is situated on a

beautiful37-acresite with stunning views
over Bath. The farm is a living, working
charityfarm that is anuchlovedvisitor
attraction It includes a community café
and farm shop, far
playground and various woodlaadd
nature trails. The farm relies heavily on
volunteers of all ages.

The farm provides education, training an
therapeutic activities to people of all ages
They also offer specialist groups for adul
with additional ne
with nature and team building exercises.

Lorge Red Damselfly

;“ ‘AYS \

TGS AN

Y 19th 25th of .lune

Weekly support group

Natural Pathways
Thursdays 10.30-2.30

W
oy
FARM

S
oy
FARM

depression or who feel they would benefit from some time in
nature.

! Eé Suitable for people experiencing low mood, stress, anxiety,

14



More Trees

BANES

More Trees
BANES
Redlands Tree Nursery Proposal

8 Come along and learn
about emerging plans for
the allotment!

Proposals for a tree nursery are being
developed for the allotment at Redland
park. More Trees are the charity
behind it and we want to hear your
thoughts and comments.

We will be consulting with focal
residents about our plans and will be
available on the allotment on Saturday
29th April between 10am and 1pm. We
2 » would love to see you there to discuss

-~ Iy ' the proposal.

If you are unable to attend the consultation but would like your thoughts
known, you can email .earth or co.uk,
visit www.curo-group.co.uk/moretreesrediandpark

or write to:
C/o The Urban Garden

Mar
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MORE TREES FOR BANES

Bath

e iz Working

with Curo

More Trees for BANES is a noefor-profit communitybasedorganisation that works hard to
grow, plant and care for trees in the BANES ar8at up 15 years ago they have already
planted 11,000 trees so far.

Since 2020 they have bedrveloping their owrtommunitybasedree nurseries in order
to grow their own trees withseed gathered localfyom native speciesThis means a tree is
always planteéh the same locality as its parent.

The seed gathered is sovand pricked out in thegreenhouses in Royal Victoria Park, the
space kindly donated by the coun€éibllowing thigorocessthey are then distributed acrosg
the local nursery network where they are planted and grownb®iore going to their final
plantingposition.The aim is to have 10 communibased tree nurseries growing up to 600
trees each year

All this work is done by dozens of volunteers at stthges of the growing process.
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BATH AREA GROWERS

OPEN DAY

A day celebrating community and
sustainable growing if Bath!

SATURDAY MAY 14TH, 2-4PM

Join us at this free event for...
Meeting sustainable gardening groups across Bath
Tours of the garden and orchard

: bathorganicgroup.org.uk
: bathorganic@gmail.com
: @bathorganicgrp

Bath Organic Group

Bat h Organi
garden, only a short
distance from the City
centre, opened in 1990
as a demonstration
garden for organic
methods. Volunteers

Refreshments, tea and cakes
Plant and seedling swap
Activities for children

help maintain this ¥2
acre productive site
featuring vegetable bed:s
fruit trees and a pond.

JOks . #210) Locoted at Bath Orgonic Group
(Royal Victorio Pork Lower
Common West allotments)

Greenlinks offers opportunities to
engage in gardening and social activitie
to improve mental health and webeing
They focus on welcoming peopleho

are experiencing mental or physical
healthproblems.

GREENLINKS 6 BATH M IND

The Bath in Bloom judge
for those with mental hedlit problems and a beautifu
productive space. 0
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Overl ooking the City of Bat
from the railway station, lie some ten &g of undulating
pasture.

Thenotfor-pr of it communi t Yy c@gernve urg
and enhance the biodiversity of the land and maintain its wils
nature whilst safeguarding public access
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The Friends of Lyncombe Hill Fields

Lyncombe Hill Fields now supports
range of features; traditional
grassland pasture rich in wild
flowers, old and new hedgerows
with wonderful mature trees and a
new small developingoodland

Dozens of volunteers meet twice a
weekto engage in various activities
ranging fromhard manual jobs to
recordingfauna and flora
photography, guided field walkad
teaching local school children.



