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       BATH IN BLOOM COMMITTEE 2023 

STEVE BROOK  Chairman 

BARRY CRUSE MBE Honorary President 

MARK SNELUS  Treasurer 

DIANA BARLOW Secretary 

CHRISTINE BROOK Local Resident 

MARIAN McNEIR MBE Former Councillor and Alderwoman of Bath and North East Somerset 

STEVEN REA  Local Resident & Schools Co-ordinator 

SUE SYMONS  Local Resident 

 

 

The Bath in Bloom committee was formed in 1964 and has its roots in the inauguration of the Britain in Bloom 

awards. Originally formed by a group of local businessmen whose aim was to decide how best to decorate the 

city streets with flowers, in order to participate in the newly launched Britain in Bloom competition. Local 

traders initially paid for the scheme but as time progressed, and the scale of the task at hand became apparent, it 

was taken on by the Parks Department of the Council. 

 

Now fifty-nine years on the concept of Bath in Bloom has grown massively to include the committee itself, a 

wide range of sponsors, local businesses, Bath and North East Somerset Council (BANES), Bath Business 

Improvement District (BID), a huge number of community groups and numerous individuals, all working 

together to make Bath the beautiful city that it is today. 

 

 

Achievements of 2022/2023 

¶ A successful annual gardening competition 

¶ We are organising daffodil bulb planting in 

the Autumn with various community 

groups 

¶ We organised a painting competition with 

local schools and sent the winning paintings 

on to the RHS SW in Bloom 

¶ We maintained and improved our existing 

horticultural displays 

¶ We have increased the number of 

volunteers who help the committee 

¶ We have increased the number of our 

sponsors and our income 

¶ We have set up a WhatsApp group for the 

Bath in Bloom committee to share ideas, 

photos and news 

¶ We have increased our involvement with 

local schools and have future development 

plans 

 

 

 

Aims for 2024 and Beyond 

¶ To continue running the annual Bath 

gardening competition with increased 

numbers 

¶ To improve our website and social media 

¶ To provide more grants, advice and 

practical help to our IYNõs and other 

community groups 

¶ To increase our range of sponsors and 

further increase our income 

¶ To increase our involvement with schools 

and young people 

¶ To maintain and improve our existing 

horticultural displays  

¶ To plant more trees and bulbs around Bath 

¶ To celebrate our 60 years in Britain in 

Bloom 
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BATH IN BLOOM SPONSORS AND SUPPORTERS 

 

 

 

 

 

Kindly donated £500 

Supported By 

 

 

 

Sponsor in Kind 

 

 

Kindly donated £500 

 

Kindly donated £500 

 

Kindly donated £500 

 

 

 

 

Sponsor in Kind 

 

 

Kindly donated £1400 

Kindly donated £500 

 

GARDENING CLUB  

Kindly donated £350 for schools 

 

 

 

 

 

                       Kindly donated £500 

 

K  

 

Kindly donated £300 

 



4 

 

 

HORTICULTURE 

BATH PARKS DEPARTMENT 

 

Bath & North East Somerset (BANES) Council has published a climate and ecological emergency strategy.  

Like all Parks departments everywhere, Bath has had to change its practices to move with the times. Economic 

constraints as well as the important priorities of biodiversity, sustainability and wildlife have necessitated adopting 

new and imaginative ways of looking after our green spaces.  

Sustainable Planting 

Throughout the city many flower beds, that were previously planted with bedding, are now thriving herbaceous 

borders. These borders, highly popular with residents and visitors alike, are now being planted with grasses and 

pollinator friendly flowers and shrubs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Parksõ nursery cultivates most of their own plants and only buy in plug plants when required. The nursery is 

diversifying by taking cuttings of plant stock throughout the year and from specific locations, such as the Botanical 

Gardens and Georgian gardens, so that they can grow and replenish stock rather than purchase from an external 

source. 

Current practices to encourage wildlife include leaving grass to grow long in certain areas to give plants a chance 

to flower and produce seed. It also provides shelter for bugs, amphibians, reptiles and small mammals.  

Bath Parks have embraced the fact that long grass and healthy hedges create green highways that connect habitats. 

 

 

 

 

 

Royal Victoria Park 

perennial bed 
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HORTICULTURE 

BATH PARKS DEPARTMENT 

 

To create additional habitats, felled trees are made safe but often left in situ to slowly decompose. 

In Autumn, fallen leaves are collected and used as a mulch and weed suppressant in shrubberies and distributed to 

allotment sites for their gardeners to use. Many leaves are kept on site in various locations, such as the Botanical 

Gardens, to degrade and use as leaf mould. 

 

 

 

A group of volunteers and Parks staff proudly displaying their new Green Flag award at Hedgemead Park 

The prestigious Green Flag Award has been given to six of Bathõs green spaces; 

Alexandra Park, Bloomfield Green, Haycombe Cemetery, Hedgemead Park, 

Henrietta Park, and Royal Victoria Park. Many of these parks have their own 

òFriends ofó volunteer groups who work alongside the Parks Department. 

 

There is now a policy of not spraying 

weeds with harmful chemicals to prevent 

harming insects and other wildlife. New 

ways of controlling unwanted weeds are 

being trialled. Many weeds are now 

removed by hand which inevitably 

involves volunteers. 

  

Parks have teamed up 

with local artist Marion 

Hill, recently featured 

on Countryfile, to 

create bug charts for 

easy identification in the 

Botanical Gardens in 

Royal Victoria Park. 
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HORTICULTURE 

BATH PARKS DEPARTMENT 

 

 

 

 

All compost used is now peat free and when 

required a biological control of nematodes is added 

to the mix, as no pesticides are used; this helps 

protect young plants. Old used compost is recycled 

to reuse in the bottoms of window boxes and deep 

containers.  

 

Bath Parks Nursery 

All hanging baskets are now of a self-watering design which reduces the waste and frequency of watering. 

 

  

Preparation and planting of the butterfly art installation to be placed in the Southgate Shopping Centre 
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HORTICULTURE 

BATH PARKS DEPARTMENT 

 

 

 

 

The Parks Department cultivates most of their 

own plants in their nursery in Royal Victoria 

Park. Some cuttings are also taken for use in 

baskets and flower beds. This helps to keep 

costs down. 

With the current financial constraints, the Parks Department 

has become more commercially aware and is offering 

planting services, such as hanging baskets and containers, to 

paying business and private customers. This can include full 

watering and maintenance options if required.  

Parks are also responsible for the numerous, beautiful, 

municipal floral displays throughout the city. 

 

University of Bath 

Royal United Hospital 

Kingsmead Square 

Royal Victoria Park 



8 

 

 

  
HORTICULTURE 

ROOTS ALLOTMENTS 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Roots  is a new concept of allotment 

gardening. With extremely long waiting 

lists for most municipal allotments, a 

group of young lads decided to turn a 

large, underutilised field into a 

commercial business, renting out sites to 

members; but with a very different vibe 

and feel. They wanted to create an 

allotment ôcommunityõ using the latest 

wildlife friendly and growing techniques. 

Prices start from £9.99/month depending 

on plot size. Everything is provided for 

the novice gardener right up to the most 

experienced allotmenteer. It has been a 

roaring success with the large initial site 

being sold out quickly and so they have 

now opened 2 more sites; another in Bath 

and one in Bristol. 

Membership Includes: 

¶ Access to tools on site 

¶ 30+ seed type packets 

¶ 10+ plug plants 

¶ Water throughout site 

¶ 20+ events per year 

¶ Video lessons 

¶ On site compost + mulch 

¶ Plant share 

¶ Produce share 

¶ Seed swap 

¶ Access to site manager 
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Environmental Responsibility 

 

 

 

 

The Bath Business Improvement District (BID) is an 

independent, not-for-profit, business-led company working to 

provide a better environment for businesses, residents and 

visitors within a designated central area of Bath. 

It is funded by a voluntary levy on business rates. 

 

 

 

 

 

This year Bath BID have purchased 50 hanging baskets from Bath Parks for display in the city centre. They have also 

planted other containers around the city and provide a watering service for these. 

Bath BID employ marshals and rangers to help with security problems such as vandalism, cleansing and litter problems, 

graffiti removal and concerns raised by participating businesses. 

In addition, Bath BID employ volunteer city ambassadors to engage with visitors and shoppers. 
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  Environmental Responsibility 

 

 

BANES Council are investing £1m in 

neighbourhood services. One service 

is their Clean and Green  campaign, 

a team that works with local 

volunteer groups and Councillors to 

tackle problem areas and arrange 

community action days where 

residents get involved. All equipment 

is provided. 

Another service is free graffiti 

removal for domestic properties, 

commercial properties can purchase 

this service. 

 

 

Weston Village Litter Group Volunteers doing a monthly 

street cleaning and weeding session. In addition to this a 

monthly litter pick is also done. 

 

BANES Council are very supportive of local volunteer 

community initiatives. They will provide equipment such as 

hoes, brushes and shovels when booked in advance. They 

will also arrange to collect any bags of waste. 

Odd Down Litter Group 



11 

 

 

  

COMMUNITY LITTER PICKING  

The Great Avon River Pick ð 18th March 2023 

One group who collected 16 bags out of the overall total. 

  

 Who took part:  

Avon Fire and Rescue 

Bath and North East Council 

Bath Canoe Club 

Bath in Bloom 

Bath Sea Cadets 

Canoe Avon 

Corston Wombles 

Duke of Edinburghõs Award Scheme 

Friends of Kensington Meadows 

Friends of Sydney Gardens 

Goodgym 

Keynsham Wombles 

Mayor of Bath Litter Pick Group 

Newbridge Litter Pickers 

Saltford Wombles 

Weston Village Litter Group 

Widcombe Association 

 

 

 

One hundred and 

seventy people of all 

ages came together to 

clear litter along the 

River Avon and the 

Kennet and Avon 

canal, from Keynsham 

to Bradford on Avon, 

171 bags of rubbish 

were collected and 

plenty of large loose 

items. 
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CHARLCOMBE ANNUAL TOAD MIGRATION PATROL 

The annual closure of Charlcombe Lane to through traffic for up to six weeks in 

February and March, was in force again this year. 

Charlcombe has one of the countryõs major toad migration routes. Every year toads, 

frogs and newts migrate down the hillside from surrounding fields to their breeding 

ground in a nearby lake. In past years there have been heavy casualties and so a 

volunteer group was set up to help these precious creatures to cross the road. They 

patrol every night for up to six weeks, saving thousands of lives. 

The 2023 total was 2,249 amphibians collected and taken to their breeding grounds. 

 

Environmental Responsibility 

 

 

A newt photographed on its journey. 

 

 

 

Volunteers were out at the end of June 

helping hundreds of froglets cross 

Charlcombe Lane as they made their 

way back up the valley. 
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  ITõS YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD GROUPS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alice Park Community is a very active 

group of volunteers maintaining a 

garden growing vegetables, fruit and 

flowers. Their ethos is to embrace 

wildlife and sustainable growing 

practices giving local residents access 

to organic food and a beautiful place 

to practice gardening. 

 One new initiative is the use of 

òollasó to help with irrigation. They 

are unglazed terracotta pots that are 

buried in the ground with the neck 

exposed above soil level. The water 

gently seeps out into the surrounding 

soil. They have bought a handful to 

see how they perform in their very 

dry ground with a view to running a 

workshop making their own! 

New wicker hurdles and supports are 

also being made as an attractive 

addition to the garden. 

 

 

 

 

Bath WI Garden 

The Bath WI garden is situated in the Botanical Gardens 

in Royal Victoria Park. A group of volunteers maintain 

this quirky garden to the delight of visitors and locals 

alike.  
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  ITõS YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD GROUPS 

 

 

Bath City Farm  is situated on a 

beautiful 37-acre site with stunning views 

over Bath. The farm is a living, working 

charity farm that is a much-loved visitor 

attraction. It includes a community café 

and farm shop, farm animals, childrenõs 

playground and various woodland and 

nature trails. The farm relies heavily on 

volunteers of all ages. 

The farm provides education, training and 

therapeutic activities to people of all ages. 

They also offer specialist groups for adults 

with additional needs, childrenõs activities 

with nature and team building exercises. 
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ITõS YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD GROUPS 

 

MORE TREES FOR BANES  

More Trees for BANES is a not-for-profit community-based organisation that works hard to 

grow, plant and care for trees in the BANES area. Set up 15 years ago they have already 

planted 11,000 trees so far.  

Since 2020 they have been developing their own community-based tree nurseries in order 

to grow their own trees with seed gathered locally from native species. This means a tree is 

always planted in the same locality as its parent. 

The seed gathered is sown and pricked out in the greenhouses in Royal Victoria Park, the 

space kindly donated by the council. Following this process, they are then distributed across 

the local nursery network where they are planted and grown on before going to their final 

planting position. The aim is to have 10 community-based tree nurseries growing up to 6000 

trees each year. 

All this work is done by dozens of volunteers at all stages of the growing process. 
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  ITõS YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD GROUPS 

 

 

  

Bath Organic Groupõs 

garden, only a short 

distance from the City 

centre, opened in 1990 

as a demonstration 

garden for organic 

methods. Volunteers 

help maintain this ½ 

acre productive site 

featuring vegetable beds, 

fruit trees and a pond. 
The stall at the Farmerõs Market 

 

 

 

Greenlinks offers opportunities to 

engage in gardening and social activities 

to improve mental health and well-being.  

They focus on welcoming people who 

are experiencing mental or physical 

health problems. 

GREENLINKS  ð BATH M IND  

The Bath in Bloom judge said òA therapeutic haven 

for those with mental health problems and a beautiful 

productive space.ó 
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Lyncombe Hill Fields now supports a 

range of features; traditional 

grassland pasture rich in wild 

flowers, old and new hedgerows 

with wonderful mature trees and a 

new small developing woodland.  

Dozens of volunteers meet twice a 

week to engage in various activities 

ranging from hard manual jobs to 

recording fauna and flora, 

photography, guided field walks and 

teaching local school children. 

 

. 

 The Friends of Lyncombe Hill Fields  

ITõS YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD GROUPS 

Overlooking the City of Bath and only a few minutesõ walk 

from the railway station, lie some ten acres of undulating 

pasture.  

The not-for-profit community groupõs vision is to òconserve 

and enhance the biodiversity of the land and maintain its wild 

nature whilst safeguarding public access.ó 

 

  

 

 

 


