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JANE HILL Vice Chair and Bath in Bloom Competition @ardinator :
BARRY CRUSHEIBE Honorary President and Schools @aodinator Blodn
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SUE SYMONS Volunteer

The Bath in Bloom committee was formed in 1964 and has its roots in the inauguration of the Britain in Bloom
awards. Originally formed by a group of local businessmen whose aim waside t®w best to decorate the

city streets with flowers, in order to participate in the newly launched Britain in Bloom competition. Local
traders initially paid for the scheme but as time progressed, and the scale of the task at hand became apparent
was taken on by the Parks Department of tBeuncil

Now fifty-eight years on the concept of Bath in Bloom has grown massively to include the committee itself, a
wide range of sponsors, local businesses, Bath and North East Somerset Council (BANES)siBatsB
Improvement District (BID), a huge number of community groups and numerous individuals, all working
together to make Bath the beautiful city that it is today.

Achievements 020212022 Aims for 2023 and Beyond

A successful annual gardening competitio q
We organised a daffodil bulb planting
scheme with 15 community groups

We gave away fruit ges to local schools

To continue running the annual Bath
gardeningcompetition

1 To improve our website and social media
1 To provide more grants and advice to our

We organiseda painting competition with |l YN8s and ot her conm
local sghoqls ] o 1 Toincrease our range of sponsors and
We .malntalne'd and improved our existing increase our income

horticultural displays 1 To increase our involvemenvith schools

We helped design and plant 45 new floral
containers with Bath BID and the Walcot
Street community in the city centre

We gave out a record number and value ¢
grants to community groups

We have gone completely peat free

1 To plan a fundraisin@pen Gardens event

1 To mainginand improveour existing
horticultural displays

1 To create a Friends of Bath in Bloom
volunteer group

1 To plant more trees and bulbs around Batt
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HORTICULTURE

WORKING WITH OTHERS

Bath inBloom joined forces with Bath BID to plant up 35
period stone urns all along Grand Parade, surrounding
Parade Gardens.

Peat free compost was used and water retentgranules
added. Pelargoniums were chosen as they have a long
flowering period, can withstand some drought and are

happy in exposed, hot sunshine.

Bath BID have agreed to provide a watering service.

Another very success venture with Bath BID waeew planting
initiative of 11 planters along Union Passag®lNorthumberland
Placepusy shopping stregein Bath City centreThis was seen as
a more sustainablalterativeto hanging baskets as the vast
majority of plants used were perennials.

with the help of the local shdgeepers.

Business

B AT H Improvement

District

BathBID are funded by a voluntary levy paid by city centre businesses. They pla
active role in the managemt of the city centreBath BID employ marshadsd
rangers seven days a weéhcluding some nights) help with security problems
such as antsocial behaviour and vandalism, cleansing and litter problems, graffit
removal and concerns raised by participating businesses.

BID actively promote Bath by organisisgmmerevents, the hugely successful Batt
Christmas Market and ensuring the city looks clean and attractive. They liaise w
other organisations such afARESCouncl, the police, marketing groups, Bath in
Bath BID electric vehicle Bloom and other voluntary groups.
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HORTICULTURE

WALCOT STREE® THE ARTISAN QUARTER

Ladymead Fountain Planters in Walcot Street
Planting

A Victorian, Italianate style fountain that
was overgrown has been completely
emptied, refilled with fresh peat free soil
and replanted with bee-friendly,
perennial flowers.

Some of the gstainablelantsused with
wildlife and insect ppeal

Diascia Blackthorn Apricot
ErysimumBowles Mauve and others
Gauras

Geranium Maxrei

Geranium Rozanne

Geranium Striatum

Heuchera Paris

Heuchera Lime Marmalade

Iberis Masterpiece

Lavender Hidcote
NepetaKit Kat
Salvias

Verbena Bonariensis

One of two plant:
Church

Wild Walcot Community



WALCOT STREE® THE ARTISAN QUARTER

Walcot Streetis a shopping street just off the centre of Bath, which has traditionally been associated with
independent, quirky sh@p The shopkeepers and local resideate committed to creating a vibrant, inclusive
community that will benefit traders, residents and visitalike They have created a green corridor the length of tt
street usingplantingand where there are long, bawalls, local artists have been encouraged to decorate them w
a mixture of paintings, murals and sculptures.

Artwork by local artists has been reproduced

asweatherproofposters and mounted on the

large, barewalls of Walcot Street. These latest]
Recentlytwo beehives have been paintings are in addition to othenstallations

reintroduced ino Beehive Yard in Walcot which are a tradition in Walcot.

Streetas part of the green corridor ethos

Stoneheads are all along the
high wall depicting the

characterful people who A group of volunteers tending to Wild Walcot ) o
have helped define Walcot community garden, created out of a piece of Adrian Dolan the driving
Street. waste langon a very minimal budget. force ofthe Walcot Street

community




HORTICULTURE
BATH IN BLOOM GRANTSAND DONATIONS

Volunteersof The Friends of the RUH
gardening team are sed&ere making what
looks like an awful mess but turned into a
beautiful show oflowers come SpringlThe
bulbs were donated by Bath in Bloom.

Weston Village was anotheecipient of
donated bulb@nd the Mayor of Bath helped
a group ofresidents to planthem

Hanging basketpaid for by Bath in
Bloom decorating thecity centre

With a £100 donation from BatmiBloom
some members of staff habeenbrightering
up Bath railway station.




HORTICULTURE

BATH IN BLOOM GRANTS ANDDONATIONS

Manvers Street flower beds are funded
and maintained by Bath Bloom
committee members and volunteers.

Py

Terrace walk fountain is funded and maintaine
by Bath in Bloom committee members and

Additional Bath in Bloom Donations

A selfwatering planteto Weston Village
Gardening Club, worth £250

Ten largesacksof daffodil bulbs to fifteen
community groups, worth £350

Thirteen fuit trees to various schools,
worth £400

Plants for Manvers Street flower beds
Terrace Walk fountairand urns in North
Parade, worth £145

volunteers.
Bath in Bloom Grants awarded
2021
Friends of the Orchard £156
More Trees for BANES £750
Friends of Henrietta Park £50
Friends of Lyncombe Hill Fields £128
StAndrewds Church £%H0hoo
Bath WI Garden £25
Walcot Street Community £100
Friends of Lyncombe Hill Fields £125
2022 (to date)
Transition Larkhall £100
Friends of Lyncombe Hill Fields £208
Bath Railway Station Volunteers £100
Blooming Whiteway £ 45
MIND £100
On BoardOldfield Park Station £100
Blooming Whiteway £100
Bath Organic Group £100
Transition Larkhall £100
St Andrewd6s Chur B0 Sch
Weston All Saints Primary School  £100
MoorlandsPrimary School £100
Bathford Junior Swol £50




HORTICULTURE
BATH IN BLOOM GRANTS ANDDONATIONS

A selfwatering planter donated by Bath in Bath in Bloom donated £750 to More Trees
Bloom to Weston Village Gardening Club for BANES to help to establish a tree nursery

Bath in Bloom Fund Raising

There have been several initiatives to raise funds for all the projects and community support tha
Bath inBloom sponsor over the years.

One was a very successful plant sale, held at the home of Steve Brook, Chairman of Bath in Bl
which raisedbver £1000 of which £300 was given to Bath in Bloom, £200 to Weston Village
Gardening Club and the remaining goiodgProstate Cancer UK.

Another is a planned quiz night this Autumn being held at Lansdown Golf Club, who have kindly
donated the use of their clubhousA.connection has been made with the club as they asked us t(
help their volunteer gardening group to sign and plant two large flower beds by the clubhouse.

Before After




Bath & North East HORTICULTURE

Somerset Council
BATH PARKS DEPARTMENT

In recent yeardorticultural practices within the Parks Department have evolvethitklethe important priorities
of biodiversity,sustainabilityand wildlife. These practices reflect the needécognise the implications of climate
change and the ecologidaipact on our world.

Sustainable Planting

Throughout the city many flower bedihat were previously planted with beddireye now thrivingherbaceous
borders. These borders, highly popular with residents and visitors alikeglsoevery beneficial to patators and
other insects and wildlifand once established need very little waterifigny.

The long border in Parade
Gardensnow purely planted
with perennials

A bed in Royal Victoria Park

The Parkénursery cultivates most of their own plangsid onlybuy in plug planteshen required. The nursery is
diversifying by taking cuttings of platbck throughout the year and from specific locations, such as the Botan
Gardens and Georgian gardens, so that they can grow and replenish stock rather than purchase from an e»
source.

Roundabouts

Last year Bath Parl@epartmentplanted a roundatut at the bottom of Bathwick Hill with perennialshrubs and
a tree. Afew years previously volunteers from Weston Village Gardening Club planted their village roundabc
with sustainabldpw maintenancejrought tolerant planting. Both have been a sgxand other roundabouts in

the Bath area are now beingsssed for similar planting.

Bathwick Hill roundabout Weston Village roundabout
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HORTICULTURE

BATH PARKS DEPARTMENT

Sustainable Practices

All compost used is how peat free and when required a biological control of nematodes is added to the mix
pesticides are usethis helps protectyoung plants. Old used compost is recycled to reuse in the bottoms of
window boxes and deep containers.

In Autumn fallen leaves are collected and used as a mamclweed suppressarih shrubberies and distributed to
allotment sitesdr their gardeners to use. Many leaves are kept on site in various locations, such as the Bote
Gardens, to degrade and use as leaf mould.

The Parks Department are responsible fynass cutting in
many parks and open spaces. These have been assesse
the type and frequency of the cutting regime required, this
will include leaving areas of long grass to encourage
wildflowers.Sometimes this might just be small areas
around trees @ fields mown with paths. Many road verges
are also left uncut for many months of the year allowing fq
flowering and thematural seeding.

Surveysare carried out to identify the most suitable habitat]
to promote future wildflower growth Wildflower mixes

All hanging baskets are now of a self have been sown in various areas of the city.
watering design which reduces the

waste and frequency of watering. They
all contain peat free compost

The most
photographed
flower bed in
Bath near the
Royal ,
Crescentfor S Newly restored Sydney
the Que Broad Street Place in Gardens in Bath

Platinum the city centre
Jubilee

The prestigious Green Flag Award has been giveliveo f Bat hd s
Alexandra Park, Bloomfield Green, Hedgemead Park, Henrietta Park, and |
Victoria ParkMany of these parks have the
groups who work alongside the Parks Department.

11



Environmental Responsibility

In March 2019Bath and Norh EastCouncil declared a climate emergency, pledgindevelop policies to
reduce carbon emissiorend have since also declared an ecological emergency. The ambitious plan is
BANES to be carbon neutral by 2030.

Various initiatives are already underw®ath was the first English city outsid
of London to launch a Clean Air Zon&his was applied to most of the city
central areaCommercial vehiclesuch as buses and lorries, that ot
comply with the required emissions standards now have to pay aclzlge.
These can be paid online. Private cars and motorbikes are exempt.

[ Clean air zone
| 2 miles ahead

| Payonline | Recent studies have shown a 21% reduction in nitrogen digadlation
compared with 2019 prgoandemic levels.

Other measures are being introduced to try to reduce theel of traffic within the city centre area.
These include restricting the accessneényvehicles to most of the city centre during daytime busine:
hourswhich will allow for greater pedestrianisatiamd securityof the main shopping and hospitality
area of Bath. This should provide a more pleasant and safer environment for residents, busimedse:
the huge number of visitors and tourists that come to Bath each year.

Bath has developed a number of cycle routes into the city and to busy sites like tl §
largeUniversitycampus on Claverton Down. Where possible cycle lanes have bet
paintedon the roads togethewith directional signposts and distance markers.

There is even &dusycycle pathHinkingBath and Bristol, using an old railway line, for
those who are vernjkeen!Manyof the cycle lanes use quieter, safer routes for cyclic

People are being encouraged to keep active and healthy by cycling or walking ar
leave their cars at home.

To actively encourage more bike use, there are plans to open
bike park in thecity on an old disused golf course in a valley
about3km from the city centre. The bike park will featurda® of
mountain bike trails, a nature area, walking and running trails,
a café, with the planned opening in 2023.

To ease traffic levels, a scheme is being trialled to introduce
electric scootes for hire by the company VOI onto the streets ¢
Bath. The scooters arsituated all over the city, even on the
outer edges, and anyone can use them as long as they are 18
years old and have a provisional driving licence. Users downic
an app and pay by the minute of journey tirBeooters can be
collectedor left at any degynated parking space anywhere in th
city.

The scheme has proved extremely popular, particularly with
younger people! Quick, clean and comparatively cheap.

12



Environmental Responsibility

Bath Quays Riverside Development is situated near
the city centre.Thisincludes new business premises, shor
cafesresidentialaccommodatiorand a contemporary
designed footbridgdntegral to theschemeare a riverside
walkwayanda park areadesigned to act as a natural flood
plain. With this in mind, flood tolerant wildflowers and
ferns have been planted.

Ecological improvemesinclude the planting of 150 trees
to attract pollinators, reed rafts in the River Avon along
with sensitive riverside lighting for bats and other wildlife

This is part ofadevelopment of a 3.7
mile linear park along the River Avon

The area has a particular interest for bats, invertebrates,
slowworms and otters have also beencorded.

As part of Bath Abbeyos
costing £19m, an innovative ebeating system has
been installed, powered by sustainable energy from
Bat hds famous hot sprini

The hot spring water stays@nstant 40 degrees
Centigrade all year round and the energy extracted v
be enough to heat the historic Abbey as well as the
adjacent row of Georgian cottages.

The hot spring water is now also being used to heat
the newly opened Heritage Centre in Yof#reet,
next door to the Roman Baths.

Peregrine falcons were first
church, right in the centre of Bath, around the year 2000. A
nesting platform was properly installed in 2005 to encourage
them to breed. Théfirst birds successfully raised young the
following year and have now bred every year since.

Since 2007, using a licenced officer, all of the birds have beer
ringed and recorded to enable their future movements to be
traced. There is now a live camera fegal that the public can
watch all the comings and goin@sis year four chicks were
hatched.
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Environnental Responsibility
BATH HERITAGE

Cleveland Pools s t he UK®&s ol dest publ
opened 207 years ago in 1815. After a long history it unfortunately
closed to swimming in 1984 and fell into disrepair and was
threatened with demolition. In 2003, the owner, Bath and North Ee
Somerset Council, put the site up for sale.

In 2004 the Cleveland Pools Trust (CPT) was formed to rescue th
pools, which hae a grade Il listed building status. Huge sums of
money were résed over £8m, mainly from the National Lottery
Heritage Fund as well as BANES Council, private donations, and
voluntary fundraising efforts.

With a final A250, 000 grant f
Infrastructure Levy, the pool is nearly completed andug to re-
open this summer 2022.

Over 125 volunteers have helped with all aspects of the restoratio
project and this year the tea
National Museums and Heritage Awards.

The pool will even incorporate tiledesigned by local school childre Pool Tiles

The heating system of the main pool will be carbon efficient and e
friendly, astate-of-the-art heating system which pumps and heats
water from the adjoining River Avon using a Water Source Heat
Pump.

A £3.4m restoration project to restore the Georgian pleasure park
in Sydney Gardenhkas recently been completed after 3 years of ha
work and a pandemic!

The project creaéd a large newplay area for children, new tennis
courts, a petanque couytestoring many of the historic buildings,
including the Victorian public toilets, and extensive new planting.

The majority of the funding came frothe National Lottery Heritage
Fund with additional help from Bath Parks team, the Friends of
Sydney Gardengocal resident groups and the Holburne Museum.

An active voluntary group now help maintain the planting and kee
the gardens tidy

14




:,';ﬁ Environmental Responsibility

National

Prior Park Gardens

The National Trustwhich started caring for the historic landscape
gardens in 1993, has undertaken a major restoration of the gardens
recent yearscosting well over £2nmwith most of the serious
construction work nearing completion.

The lakes and dams at the bottom of the garden by the Palladian Bric  The crayfish burrowed into
built in the mid 17006s, and o thebankswhichhavenow
have been emptied and repaired after both time and the destructive ~ Peen altered to prevent this
American Signal Crayfish had taken their.toll happening in the future.

The lakes have been-fidled and the grass banks have been |
seeded and paths reinstated.

A team of volunteers have been helping with the project,
clearing undergrowth, building paths and now helping with ti
replanting of the gardens and trees.

One of Bathds most beautif
been fully restord and is once againrmaj or part
landscape and a haven for wildlife, with its surrounding
countryside andnature trees and lakes.

The National Trust also owns much of tlggeen skyline
overlooking the southern side of the city, creating a
beautiful vista of fields and woods visible from the city
centre. Much of this area has been created itite Bath
Skyline Walkjust over 8.&m in length, with public
footpaths and sigige guiding visitors on a circular route.

Volunteers help to maintain the paths, walls and wildlife
habitat.

It is this contrast of the city and the nearby green, rural
haven of the skyline walk that is a special combination t
has earned the Citpf Bathand itssurrounding
countrysideWorld Heritage Site  status.

A view from the Skyline Walk from Bathwick
Hill
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Bath & North East Environmental Responsibility
Somerset Council KEEPING BATH CLEAN

Bath operates a weekly recycling schefmehouseholds with garden
waste and nosrecyclable waste collected on alternate weeks. Recyclab
materials such as food waste, plastics, cardboard, clothing, metals, gla
batteries, old spectacles, small electric items, paper and light bulbs etc
allcollected every week.

Business waste is collected on a regular basis depending on contract
requirements. Some of this is done by both tBGeunciland private
contractors.

Bath operates one recycling centre but there are two others available t
Bath and Norh East Somerset residents in nearby towns.

Bath and North East Somerset (BANES) has an excellent recycling record with the latest annual rec
showing a Reuse, Recycling and Composting rate of 59,2%, which is the highest sincebegandd his
means BANES was ranked&ut of all 338 local authorities in England for its household recycling rat

Bath and North East Somerset Council have just
launchedanew, Clean and Green campaign
which is a 12 month project using a co#f
£950,000 investment to boost the existing cleanin
services that are offered-his will includean
increasedyraffiti removal service arichproved
routine street cleansing.

Free graffiti removal is nowffered for domestic
properties and commercial properties can requesi
quote for this servicePart of the funding has been
used to recruit an additional officer to help respon
to an increase in demand for graffiti removal and 1
equip a new truck with th necessary equipment.

A new,Clean and Green team will work with community volunteer groups and lo€uncilors to tackle
problem areas and arrange community action days where residents can get involved.

Clean and Green funding is also being used to invest in additional staff and equipment to carry out the reg
maintenance of street plants and weeds. Tauncilno longer uses the chemical weedkiller glyphosate for
regular maintenance and this means more labotensve manual and mechanical weed removakisessary. To
help with this weed removal th€ouncilis encouraging local community volunteers to take part and they haw
set up No Place for Litter hubs across BANES from which volunteers can borrow equipment such as hoes,
brushes and shovels by booking them in advance.
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Environmental Respondgiby
MORE TREES MORE TREES FOR BATH AND NORTH EAST SOMERSET

More Treesfor BANES is a netfor-profit communitybasedorganisation which was set up in@with the aim of
growing, panting and caring for trees in the local area. Over 11,000 trees have been planted so far.

Since 2020 they have been growing their own trees from local sources instead of buying them in with the uncertainty o
provenance and thearbon footprint Locally sourced trees will be better suited to locainditions there arealsocost

saving to be nade. As a result of growing from locally sourced seed, they have set up a network of community tree
nurseries in the area.

Spare greenhouse space has been donatetidjocalCouncib s Par ks De p a Rdyalvictorta Parlator s er y
sow the seeds and to grow on the seedlings before transferring them to the nursery network. The young trees are then
grown on until they are a suitable size for their final planting utther tree nurseries are planned in the coming years

as the success rate in germination has surprised every®@oi@le mini nurseries are being set up in local schools with the
aim of teaching children about the importance and care of trees.

All the work is done by volunteers, from the
collecting of local tree seeds the final planting.
All the trees grown by More Trees will be
planted locally, within ten miles of where the
seed was first collected

Full traininghelp and advicare given and people]
of all ages and walks of life are involvad.
events are well advertised so that local people
can enjoy the benefits of being in the fresh air,
getting exercise and meeting friends, old and

Planting on the slopes above Weston Village. new.
Communal tree planting sessions are organised Volunteers meet weekly at the community
regularly, mostly during the coolewetter winter

nurseries to tend to the young trees, weeding
and watering as well as constructing compost
bins and rainwateharvesting systems.

months.

oMighty oaks from
E l i ttl e acor

Volunteers pricking out tree seedlings
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Environmental Responsibility
Tree Planting

The Mayor of
Bath planting
atree nthe
city centre

Bath aad North East SomerseCouncilmanage approximately 35,000 trees growing on cowowiied land, such as
parks, allotments, highwgyemeteriesand car parks. They also manage over 100 hectares of woodland and
implement new tree planting schemes.

B A N E i8dstsambitious scheme is to plant 100,000 trees by May 2023. To achieveigdsnitiative requires
everyone in the district tdoe involvedParticipantsincludeMore Trees for BANES, local housing association Curo,
numerous volunteer groups, individual local residents, local businesses, local schools, IYN group€anddhe
themselves.

The Council have planted over 200 trees on streets anduhe areaand during the next planting season ytam to
work with schools to adopt the One Tree Per Child Programme, an initiative which aims for all primary school
children to plant a tree and watch it grow.

The Queends (QRGE minative br the Juliledies in well with theCouncil schemgabove. TheCouncil
has given a tree to 56 schoolsits area to plant in their grounds as part of the UiiKi d e i n iPlarit aTree fore
the Jubil eed

BANES Council has been celebrated for its tpganting projects under the QGC programme, highlighting outstand
cities which have trees as a central part of their plans for green spaces for which Bath has been awarded presti
Champion City status.

Replant Bath & North East Somerset

AUTUMN TREE SALE

d’,

Take positive action to tackle the
climate & ecological emergency

80% discount

Tackling the climate and ecological emergency

BANESdo not have enough council land

for vast numbes of new trees and so they
are asking local residents to plant on thei _ _ _
own land. Well supported events are helc wife plantingspecimertrees they have

offering trees at 80% discouahd so far, gc‘)r‘lat.ed to the BANEStree planting
4000 trees have been distributed initiative One was a Cedar of Lebanon

the other a Deodar Cedar.

The Chairman of Bath in Bloom and his

The money raised is reinvested in the
purchase ofmore trees to keep the
programme running

These trees weragecorded on aCouncl
databaseisingGPStechnology
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Environmental Responsibility

OneofBatb s successful
createdduring the pandemjdut now
firmly established as part of the city

The Coeur de Lion, one of

A portable street seating
Bat hds small

and planting area

street furniture andplanting

On top of o
newest, largest hotela ;
large green roof has beetr |

created They hope in '
the near future to install

a couple of beehives. Thi £
The Garricks Head, the former home of} is right in the citycentre!

Beau Nash, always puts on a good
display.

‘ S

.I \\\\- 4
hyese i) SIS e
—1\T
4

A beautiful living sculpture of a butterfly
created by the Bath Parks Department
for Southgate shopping centre.
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Community Participation

el

BATH AREA GROWERS

2 T & !
Alice Park Community Garden C mm@l}'* TY = OPEN DAY
, £ 2141 Y - Gar@:‘e‘n A day celebrating community and

sustainable growing in Bath!

f Facebook @ Lig:é;}argil
.’4?‘ 12

€ Thanks to Bath in Bloom for... - Alic...

Thanks to Bath in Bloom for contributing towards an SATURDAY MAY 14TH, 2-4PM
extra super-sized water butt. This is now installed in ) i :
sequence with our original butts. Bring on the rain!! Alice Parkthanki ng . 7
- Join us at this free event for...
AN " Bath N B|00m [0} Meeting sustainable gardening groups across Bath
thelr facebook Tours of the garden and orchard
Refreshments, tea and cakes
pag e Plant and seedling swap

Activities for children

Located at Bath Organic Group
9 (Royal Victoria Park Lower
5 Common West allotments)

2% Blooming Whiteway woo
e t

e a

We've got 27 gardens signed up for this year's
Gardens Alive #frontgardenfestival across the
Whiteway estate!

S BETEE MG SO

Do you live in Whiteway, would you like to join us?

Do you have a driveway garden, pots full of flowers for
the bees, hanging baskets, a lawn full of wildflowers,
bug hotels, a pond or veg in containers?

Maybe you're new to growing stuff, or changing how
you do things to attract more wildlife....

More details about how to get involved >
bloomingwhiteway.com

SRR VEXY TV S Rt STl AN
All participants get a set of wildlife cards by
@marian.hill % @ &, & &

Sydney Gardens Project 10 ay at

Have you noticed our new gravel bed in Sydney
Gardens? The gravel mulch helps to suppress

weeds and retain water. Our Wednesday morning
C I averton Gar d e volunteers have been working very hard to design,
Flower Show prepare and plant this bed with herbaceous

perennials many of which are pollinator friendly
plants. Here's a photo of them learning how to plant

perennials as part of a volunteer training course
with our knowledgeable trainer Robin Montgomery.

[C) Like () comment £ Share & facebook.com

Fiends of The
Firs, on Combe
Down, organised
a Jubilee
celebration

Widcombe Primary
School children
planting wildflower
plugs provided by
Bath in Bloom




COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION

FEgE Lyncombe Hill Fields

OA Wild Hilltop Paradiseodo 6n

Overlooking the City of Bath and only afawi n u t e fsofh thevraillway station, lie some ten acres of undulating
pasture.

Until recertly this land, owned by BANES, was let out to various tenants for the grazing of animals. From September
2020 the land haseen managedinder licence from BANE®y the newly formed The Friends of Lyncombe Hill Fields,
a notfor-profit communitygroup of enthusiastic local volunteers.

The gr oup dheFieldsist@acm nfseerr ve and enhance t he bdwildnatwe r s i
whil st safeguarding public accesso.

Having completed a comprehensive survey of the existing flora and fauna, improvement plans were put into action.
Areas were cleared, old structures removed, trees and hedges planted, wildflowercaesdsd bird and bat boxes
installed, log pilebuilt and improved paths and walkwag@nstructed to encourage people to walk through and enjoy
the Fields. It is considered very important that people have easy access to the Fiakitosenjoy the wildlife and
wildflowers

Lyncombe Hill Fields now supports a range of
features; traditional grassland pasture rich in wild
flowers, old and ne& hedgerows with wonderful
mature trees and a new small developing woodlan

Dozens of volunteers have been recruited, a website
credaed, newslettersproduced, display noticeboards p
up and definitive plans put into place for the future
development and use of the Fields

The volunteers meet twice a week throughout the yea
to carry out surveys and work on the Fields. During t
summer months they also hold an extra evening sess
each week. All are welcome, with full training and
advice given. Amateur photographers are appointed {
record the developments and changes as well as the
wildlife.
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The wildlife of the Fields is constantly surveyed and recordec
throughout the year,

The bird surveys have logged over 37 different species and
over 200 species of wildlife have been recorded and enterec
the iNaturalist App.

They obtain their funding through grant applications, donatio
and their own funeraising activities. In fact, Bath in Bloom ha
provided them with two grants recently.

Guided walks for members of the public, such as bat watching, are led by ex
at different times of the year

School children are invited for outdoor classes to study the plantectsand
other wildlife on a regular basis. The chédralso help planwildflowers
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| TOS YOUR NEI GHB

Bath City Farmis avolunteer led, 37acreurban farm situated in a residential area on test side of
Bath It is a charity that has been supporting people living in Batltover 25yearsl t 6 s wor k,
being a fun day out for children and families, focuses on providing education, conserving the enviro
supporting people with mental health issu®se living withdisabilitiesand to boost health and
wellbeing The farm hagarm animals, walking trails, play park, farm shop and café. The farm shop se
locally made produce and meat from some of the animals bred on the Eamtryis free to eveyone.

Weston Village Gardening Clu$é alarge gardening club in
Bath with over 170 members. They organise the annual

potato dayearly in the year and th&/eston flower show

in September, as well as coach trips and a holiday. All of
the village planters are planted and maintained by memt

Alice Park Community Gardeis alovely garden mainly growing vegetables
and flowers and run by volunteers which encourages feelfisufficiencyand
helpspeople show their skills and knowledge. They also have a wildlife po

Blooming Whitewayis run by local residents. They are creating a small local park area fromtaqgfat@ste
ground with tree and bulb planting. Events are also organised for local residents.

Friends of the Royal United Hospiiisla group of volunteers/ho work each
weekto maintain the courtyards and gardetisoughout the hospital for the
benefit of patients, staff and visitors.
The gardening team proudl
displaying their Bath in
Bloom trophy award.

Friends of Lyncombe Hill Fielissa wildlife area less than a mile from Bath city centre. SeesRdge 22

Friends of Henrietta Paris run by local resident® help plant and maintain a beautiful city centre park. The
park has mature trees, flower beds and a sensory garden with a pond.

Bath Organic Grouyis a collection of purely organic allotments collectively tended by members with prodi
sharedandsurppi produce sold at the weekly farmerds n

group.

St Andr ewods C oattivelyencouragespupils toappreciate Inature and foodjtowing their
own vegetables and flowers and looking aftevilalife garden with a pond and bird and hedgehog boxes.

Bath WI Edible Gardeis a lovely quirky small garden situated witB a t h
Botanical Gardens. It is predominately planted with edible, insect friendly
plants and flowers. The gardentfag at ur ed on BBC Ga
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Friends of Moorland Paris a group of local residentgeated to maintain and improve the park with the planting of
trees and flowers and seating areas for all to enjoy.

Walcot Street Community Grougs a group of residents and businesses encouraging a vibrant feel to the artisan
guarter. They plant and mdain a community garden, an historic fountain &dgplanters. See pagd® & 6

Bloomfield Greeris an open patch of grassland that has been transformed into a small park land with the addition of
trees and shrubs, pathways, seating areasaanth i | glayeanmeadwsth equipment. Community events are now
regularly held.

Greenlinksis a community support group offering people with mental and physical health issues the opportunity to
engage in gardening activities through their large allotraist

Friends of Sydney Gardeissa local group of volunteers who help maintain the famous historic leisure gardens following
a large restordbn over the last several years. See pade

Widcombe Associatiolis an active group dbcal residents whare improving the
local environment and a very busy High Street. Their activities include planting ané* -
maintaining planters, hanging baskets, various open spadesnewly creaid | o
community garden.

The association also runs a very success gardening club, a regular Open Gardens

and other local residerdctivities
A wildflower meadow

Widcombe created at the end of
Association T Widcombe High Street
volunteers ¢ "’3 on a very busy road
plantingan | . | junction

open space

Friends ofBroadmoor Lane Orchards avery activelocal group of residents whbave campaigned to have the orchard
area designated a Local Green Space. Theyheserchard for an annual Wassail, Apple Day and many more
commurity events. Everyone is welcome. A recent project was to create a wildflower meadtinthe help of a grant
from the Bath in Bloom committee.

Preparing the wildflower patcbf
ground

Halloween pumpkin event

The wildflower end result!
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COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION

BATH IN BLOOMGARDENING COMPETITION

The Bath in Bloom committee organise an annual gardenir
competition for all residents, businesses, schools and
community groups iBath and Nort East Somerset.

_ i’ ? With up to 150 entrants each year, which is slowly increas
again after the cancelation during the pandemic, and eleve
ompﬁopen to all reS|dents

1C categories to choose from, there is something for everyone

' Bath']

Gardening Com

.$and organisations across Bath and
"North East Somerset. Entry'is FREE. to enter.

Categories include: o
all types of gardens; businesses, pubs,

allotments and community groups.

1. Small garden upto 150 sg. m
4 Judging d g i
o Enresby, Sat e 2. Medium garden 150-500 sq. m
e i, Sunday June 26th 2022 3. Large garden over 500 sq. m
Certificates and prizes presented at a . .
special ceremony in September. 4. Containers and/OI’ hang|ng baSketS
Morelinformationtat Bathinbloom:org| ”d'Splay 0 hkomf? plantedd
5. Allotment or kitchen garden
6. Business premises using container

Volunteer judges from the committee and planting (e.g. Hotel,B&B,shop,office)
horticulture in the Bath area, spend their Business premises with a garden

. . . . . 8. Pub with floral display d containers
time judging the entries over a period of or garden

nine days during the lattgrart of June. 9. Horticultural achie vement by a
community group

~

Entrants are assessed and given a bronze, 10. Patio or courtyard garden & private
silver, silverilt, or gold award with one or business
overall winner from each category. All 11. Schools

winners receive &ertificate,and the
category winners receive a trophy

A special award ceremony is held in
Septembr attended by the Mayor of Bath,
where they can meet other entrants and
groups and enjoy their success.

Charter Trustees of the City of Bath &8s

Kindly sponsor the Bath in Bloom Gardening Competition
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New entrants The Gardeners of
Alderbrook Farmwho scooped Gold
and were overall winner for their
environmentally inspired allotment

The winner of the Small Garden category

The Private Gardens Champion Wier,
Penny DalrympkSmith in her wonderful
courtyard garden.
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COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION

SCHOOLS

The Bath in Bloom committee actively engages with the local schools, encouragingpthlmt trees, bulbs anc
developwildlife habitats.

The committee invites tha to enter the annual Bath in Bloom Gardening Competition and this year a recor
primary schooldook part. Judging day is always treated as a very special day for the school and the childr
very excited and keen to show off their endeavourieir rewards are presented at a special assembly held ¢
their school.

The RHS South West in Bloom organised a painting competition for schools. Th
t heme TWwas Qdeends Pl atbdand Bath inBlodm ehceuraged
the local schools to take part. A few hundred entries were received and judged
the committee

Winner of the Under 7 age group Winner of the 711 age group

Two winners wereselected and were forward to the RHS South West competition
To makethe competition more special, Bath in Bloom are giving a £100 prize to tt
winning schools and a colourful certificate will be awarded to the successful childi

Children excitedly showing a Bath in Bloom
competition judge their wormgor their new
wormery
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COMMUNITY LITTER PICKING

Bat hds | argest I|litter pi
volunteers collecting rubbish along the banks of a 15
mile stretch of the River Avon and Kennet and Avon
Canal, running through BANES from Kepam through
Bath to Limpley Stoke.

This was part of this ye

On a beautifuSpringdayin March, ten volunteer groups
of people of all ages worked alongside Avon Fire and

Rescue, Canoe Avon, Bath Sea Cadets and Bath Can
Club.

They cleared the litter using @gpment provided by Bath
and North East Somersé&Zouncil including pickers,
chil dr en s glpvesardidiiVizjackess.a ¢ k

Councillor David Wood, cabinet member fdeighbour
Services, said O0Thank yo
joined forcestocary out the Great
a huge success that more than 120 bags of litter were
saved from polluting our waterways, posing a danger 1
wildlife,and remaining an eyesore in our beautiful
district. We are lucky to have such strong support frorr
volunteer groups and partner organisations who work
hard all year round to keep Bath and NbrEast
Somerset | ooking clean a

Chris Nicholson, the leader of the Weston
Village pickers, organised the Great Avon
RiverPFick and as a result has become part
of the Keep Britain Tidy #LitterHeroes
Ambassador Programme

The Weston Village litter pick group whmeettwice a
montbh.

28



