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       BATH IN BLOOM COMMITTEE 2022 

STEVE BROOK  Chairman 

JANE HILL  Vice Chair and Bath in Bloom Competition Co-ordinator 

BARRY CRUSE MBE Honorary President and Schools Co-ordinator 

MARK SNELUS  Treasurer 

DIANA BARLOW Secretary 

MARIAN McNEIR MBE Former Councillor and Alderwoman of Bath and North East Somerset 

JANET BERLIN BEM Local Resident 

 

Non-Voting Advisors to the Committee 

NICOLA WARE  Teacher and Schools Co-ordinator 

SUE SYMONS  Volunteer 

 

 

The Bath in Bloom committee was formed in 1964 and has its roots in the inauguration of the Britain in Bloom 

awards. Originally formed by a group of local businessmen whose aim was to decide how best to decorate the 

city streets with flowers, in order to participate in the newly launched Britain in Bloom competition. Local 

traders initially paid for the scheme but as time progressed, and the scale of the task at hand became apparent, it 

was taken on by the Parks Department of the Council. 

 

Now fifty-eight years on the concept of Bath in Bloom has grown massively to include the committee itself, a 

wide range of sponsors, local businesses, Bath and North East Somerset Council (BANES), Bath Business 

Improvement District (BID), a huge number of community groups and numerous individuals, all working 

together to make Bath the beautiful city that it is today. 

 

 

Achievements of 2021/2022 

¶ A successful annual gardening competition 

¶ We organised a daffodil bulb planting 

scheme with 15 community groups 

¶ We gave away fruit trees to local schools 

¶ We organised a painting competition with 

local schools 

¶ We maintained and improved our existing 

horticultural displays 

¶ We helped design and plant 45 new floral 

containers with Bath BID and the Walcot 

Street community in the city centre 

¶ We gave out a record number and value of 

grants to community groups 

¶ We have gone completely peat free 

 

 

Aims for 2023 and Beyond 

¶ To continue running the annual Bath 

gardening competition 

¶ To improve our website and social media 

¶ To provide more grants and advice to our 

IYNõs and other community groups 

¶ To increase our range of sponsors and 

increase our income 

¶ To increase our involvement with schools 

¶ To plan a fundraising Open Gardens event 

¶ To maintain and improve our existing 

horticultural displays  

¶ To create a Friends of Bath in Bloom 

volunteer group 

¶ To plant more trees and bulbs around Bath 
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BATH IN BLOOM SPONSORS AND SUPPORTERS 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Kindly Donated £500 

Supported By 

 

 

 

Sponsor in Kind 

 

 

Kindly Donated £500 

 

 

 

 

Kindly donated £1300 

 

Kindly Donated £500 

 

 

 

Kindly Donated £500 

 

Sponsor in Kind 
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 HORTICULTURE 

WORKING WITH OTHERS 

 

Bath in Bloom joined forces with Bath BID to plant up 35 

period stone urns all along Grand Parade, surrounding 

Parade Gardens.  

Peat free compost was used and water retention granules 

added. Pelargoniums were chosen as they have a long 

flowering period, can withstand some drought and are 

happy in exposed, hot sunshine. 

Bath BID have agreed to provide a watering service. 

Another very success venture with Bath BID was a new planting 

initiative of 11 planters along Union Passage and Northumberland 

Place, busy shopping streets in Bath City centre. This was seen as 

a more sustainable alterative to hanging baskets as the vast 

majority of plants used were perennials. 

Bath BID are providing a watering and maintenance service along 

with the help of the local shopkeepers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bath BID electric vehicle 

Bath BID are funded by a voluntary levy paid by city centre businesses. They play an 

active role in the management of the city centre. Bath BID employ marshals and 

rangers seven days a week, including some nights, to help with security problems 

such as anti-social behaviour and vandalism, cleansing and litter problems, graffiti 

removal and concerns raised by participating businesses. 

BID actively promote Bath by organising summer events, the hugely successful Bath 

Christmas Market and ensuring the city looks clean and attractive. They liaise with 

other organisations such as BANES Council, the police, marketing groups, Bath in 

Bloom and other voluntary groups. 
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Planters in Walcot Street 

 

Some of the sustainable plants used with 

wildlife and insect appeal 

Diascia Blackthorn Apricot 

Erysimum Bowles Mauve and others 

Gauras 

Geranium Max Frei 

Geranium Rozanne 

Geranium Striatum 

Heuchera Paris 

Heuchera Lime Marmalade 

Iberis Masterpiece  

Lavender Hidcote 

Nepeta Kit Kat 

Salvias 

Verbena Bonariensis 

 

Ladymead Fountain 

Planting 

 

A Victorian, Italianate style fountain that 

was overgrown has been completely 

emptied, refilled with fresh peat free soil 

and replanted with bee-friendly, 

perennial flowers. 

 

 

HORTICULTURE 
WALCOT STREET ð THE ARTISAN QUARTER 

 

Wild Walcot Community 

Garden 

 

One of two planters by St Michaelõs 

Church 

Bath in Bloom has 

been working 

very closely with 

the Walcot Street 

community to 

introduce 

sustainable, 

wildlife friendly 

planting into 30 

planters, an 

historic fountain 

and a wildlife 

community 

garden. 

This is to create a 

green corridor 

reaching from St 

Swithinõs church 

at the top of 

Walcot Street to 

St Michaelõs 

Church in the 

centre of Bath. 

Volunteers and 

shopkeepers 

water and tend to 

the planting. 
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Artwork by local artists has been reproduced 

as weatherproof posters and mounted on the 

large, bare walls of Walcot Street. These latest 

paintings are in addition to other installations 

which are a tradition in Walcot.  

 

 

Recently two beehives have been 

reintroduced into Beehive Yard in Walcot 

Street as part of the green corridor ethos. 

 

Stone heads are all along the 

high wall depicting the 

characterful people who 

have helped define Walcot 

Street. 

 

Adrian Dolan, the driving 

force of the Walcot Street 

community 

 

 

WALCOT STREET ð THE ARTISAN QUARTER 

Walcot Street is a shopping street just off the centre of Bath, which has traditionally been associated with 

independent, quirky shops. The shopkeepers and local residents are committed to creating a vibrant, inclusive 

community that will benefit traders, residents and visitors alike. They have created a green corridor the length of the 

street using planting and where there are long, bare walls, local artists have been encouraged to decorate them with 

a mixture of paintings, murals and sculptures. 

 

A group of volunteers tending to Wild Walcot 

community garden, created out of a piece of 

waste land, on a very minimal budget. 
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With a £100 donation from Bath in Bloom 

some members of staff have been brightening 

up Bath railway station. 

 

Volunteers of The Friends of the RUH 

gardening team are seen here making what 

looks like an awful mess but turned into a 

beautiful show of flowers come Spring! The 

bulbs were donated by Bath in Bloom. 

 

HORTICULTURE 

BATH IN BLOOM GRANTS AND DONATIONS 

 

Hanging baskets, paid for by Bath in 

Bloom, decorating the city centre 

 

Weston Village was another recipient of 

donated bulbs and the Mayor of Bath helped 

a group of residents to plant them. 
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Manvers Street flower beds are funded 

and maintained by Bath in Bloom 

committee members and volunteers. 

 

  

Terrace walk fountain is funded and maintained 

by Bath in Bloom committee members and 

volunteers. 

 

HORTICULTURE 

BATH IN BLOOM GRANTS AND DONATIONS 

 

Bath in Bloom Grants awarded 

2021 

Friends of the Orchard   £156 

More Trees for BANES   £750 

Friends of Henrietta Park  £ 50 

Friends of Lyncombe Hill Fields  £128 

St Andrewõs Church School  £350 

Bath WI Garden   £ 25 

Walcot Street Community  £100 

Friends of Lyncombe Hill Fields  £125 

 

2022 (to date) 

 

Transition Larkhall   £100 

Friends of Lyncombe Hill Fields  £208 

Bath Railway Station Volunteers  £100 

Blooming Whiteway   £ 45 

MIND     £100 

On Board-Oldfield Park Station  £100 

Blooming Whiteway   £100 

Bath Organic Group   £100 

Transition Larkhall   £100 

St Andrewõs Church School  £150 

Weston All Saints Primary School £100 

Moorlands Primary School  £100 

Bathford Junior School   £ 50 

 

 

Additional Bath in Bloom Donations 

A self-watering planter to Weston Village 

Gardening Club, worth £250 

Ten large sacks of daffodil bulbs to fifteen 

community groups, worth £350 

Thirteen fruit trees to various schools, 

worth £400 

Plants for Manvers Street flower beds, 

Terrace Walk fountain and urns in North 

Parade, worth £145 
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HORTICULTURE 

BATH IN BLOOM GRANTS AND DONATIONS 

 

 

A self-watering planter donated by Bath in 

Bloom to Weston Village Gardening Club 

 

Bath in Bloom donated £750 to More Trees 

for BANES to help to establish a tree nursery 

Bath in Bloom Fund Raising 

There have been several initiatives to raise funds for all the projects and community support that 

Bath in Bloom sponsor over the years. 

One was a very successful plant sale, held at the home of Steve Brook, Chairman of Bath in Bloom, 

which raised over £1000 of which £300 was given to Bath in Bloom, £200 to Weston Village 

Gardening Club and the remaining going to Prostate Cancer UK. 

Another is a planned quiz night this Autumn being held at Lansdown Golf Club, who have kindly 

donated the use of their clubhouse. A connection has been made with the club as they asked us to 

help their volunteer gardening group to design and plant two large flower beds by the clubhouse. 

  

Before After 
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HORTICULTURE 

BATH PARKS DEPARTMENT 

In recent years horticultural practices within the Parks Department have evolved to tackle the important priorities 

of biodiversity, sustainability and wildlife. These practices reflect the need to recognise the implications of climate 

change and the ecological impact on our world. 

Sustainable Planting 

Throughout the city many flower beds, that were previously planted with bedding, are now thriving herbaceous 

borders. These borders, highly popular with residents and visitors alike, are also very beneficial to pollinators and 

other insects and wildlife and once established need very little watering, if any. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Parksõ nursery cultivates most of their own plants and only buy in plug plants when required. The nursery is 

diversifying by taking cuttings of plant stock throughout the year and from specific locations, such as the Botanical 

Gardens and Georgian gardens, so that they can grow and replenish stock rather than purchase from an external 

source. 

Roundabouts 

Last year Bath Parks Department planted a roundabout at the bottom of Bathwick Hill with perennials, shrubs and 

a tree. A few years previously volunteers from Weston Village Gardening Club planted their village roundabout 

with sustainable, low maintenance, drought tolerant planting. Both have been a success and other roundabouts in 

the Bath area are now being assessed for similar planting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A bed in Royal Victoria Park 

 

The long border in Parade 

Gardens now purely planted 

with perennials 

 

Bathwick Hill roundabout 

 

 

 

Weston Village roundabout 
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 HORTICULTURE 

BATH PARKS DEPARTMENT 

 

Sustainable Practices 

All compost used is now peat free and when required a biological control of nematodes is added to the mix, as no 

pesticides are used; this helps protect young plants. Old used compost is recycled to reuse in the bottoms of 

window boxes and deep containers.  

In Autumn, fallen leaves are collected and used as a mulch and weed suppressant in shrubberies and distributed to 

allotment sites for their gardeners to use. Many leaves are kept on site in various locations, such as the Botanical 

Gardens, to degrade and use as leaf mould. 

 

 

All hanging baskets are now of a self-

watering design which reduces the 

waste and frequency of watering. They 

all contain peat free compost 

 

The Parks Department are responsible for grass cutting in 

many parks and open spaces. These have been assessed for 

the type and frequency of the cutting regime required, this 

will include leaving areas of long grass to encourage 

wildflowers. Sometimes this might just be small areas 

around trees or fields mown with paths. Many road verges 

are also left uncut for many months of the year allowing for 

flowering and then natural seeding. 

Surveys are carried out to identify the most suitable habitats 

to promote future wildflower growth. Wildflower mixes 

have been sown in various areas of the city. 

 

Broad Street Place in 

the city centre 

 

Newly restored Sydney 

Gardens in Bath 

 

The prestigious Green Flag Award has been given to five of Bathõs green spaces; 

Alexandra Park, Bloomfield Green, Hedgemead Park, Henrietta Park, and Royal 

Victoria Park. Many of these parks have their own òFriends ofó volunteer 

groups who work alongside the Parks Department. 

 

 

The most 

photographed 

flower bed in 

Bath near the 

Royal 

Crescent for 

the Queenõs 

Platinum 

Jubilee 
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In March 2019, Bath and North East Council declared a climate emergency, pledging to develop policies to 

reduce carbon emissions and have since also declared an ecological emergency. The ambitious plan is for 

BANES to be carbon neutral by 2030. 

 

 

 

 

Various initiatives are already underway. Bath was the first English city outside 

of London to launch a Clean Air Zone. This was applied to most of the city 

central area. Commercial vehicles, such as buses and lorries, that do not 

comply with the required emissions standards now have to pay a daily charge. 

These can be paid online. Private cars and motorbikes are exempt. 

Recent studies have shown a 21% reduction in nitrogen dioxide pollution 

compared with 2019 pre-pandemic levels. 

Other measures are being introduced to try to reduce the level of traffic within the city centre area. 

These include restricting the access of many vehicles to most of the city centre during daytime business 

hours which will allow for greater pedestrianisation and security of the main shopping and hospitality 

area of Bath. This should provide a more pleasant and safer environment for residents, businesses, and 

the huge number of visitors and tourists that come to Bath each year. 

Bath has developed a number of cycle routes into the city and to busy sites like the  

large University campus on Claverton Down. Where possible cycle lanes have been  

painted on the roads together with directional signposts and distance markers.  

There is even a busy cycle path linking Bath and Bristol, using an old railway line, for  

those who are very keen! Many of the cycle lanes use quieter, safer routes for cyclists. 

People are being encouraged to keep active and healthy by cycling or walking and to 

leave their cars at home. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

To actively encourage more bike use, there are plans to open a 

bike park in the city on an old, disused golf course in a valley 

about 3km from the city centre. The bike park will feature 5km of 

mountain bike trails, a nature area, walking and running trails, and 

a café, with the planned opening in 2023. 

 To ease traffic levels, a scheme is being trialled to introduce 

electric scooters for hire by the company VOI onto the streets of 

Bath. The scooters are situated all over the city, even on the 

outer edges, and anyone can use them as long as they are 18 

years old and have a provisional driving licence. Users download 

an app and pay by the minute of journey time. Scooters can be 

collected or left at any designated parking space anywhere in the 

city. 

The scheme has proved extremely popular, particularly with 

younger people! Quick, clean and comparatively cheap. 

Environmental Responsibility 
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As part of Bath Abbeyõs Footprint restoration project, 

costing £19m, an innovative eco-heating system has 

been installed, powered by sustainable energy from 

Bathõs famous hot spring waters. 

The hot spring water stays a constant 40 degrees 

Centigrade all year round and the energy extracted will 

be enough to heat the historic Abbey as well as the 

adjacent row of Georgian cottages. 

The hot spring water is now also being used to heat 

the newly opened Heritage Centre in York Street, 

next door to the Roman Baths. 

 

 

 

Peregrine falcons were first observed around St Johnõs catholic 

church, right in the centre of Bath, around the year 2000. A 

nesting platform was properly installed in 2005 to encourage 

them to breed. The first birds successfully raised young the 

following year and have now bred every year since. 

Since 2007, using a licenced officer, all of the birds have been 

ringed and recorded to enable their future movements to be 

traced. There is now a live camera feed so that the public can 

watch all the comings and goings. This year four chicks were 

hatched. 

 

 

 

 

Bath Quays Riverside Development is situated near 

the city centre. This includes new business premises, shops, 

cafes, residential accommodation and a contemporary 

designed footbridge. Integral to the scheme are a riverside 

walkway and a park area designed to act as a natural flood 

plain. With this in mind, flood tolerant wildflowers and 

ferns have been planted. 

Ecological improvements include the planting of 150 trees 

to attract pollinators, reed rafts in the River Avon along 

with sensitive riverside lighting for bats and other wildlife. 

The area has a particular interest for bats, invertebrates, 

slowworms and otters have also been recorded. 

 

 

 

Environmental Responsibility 

 

This is part of a development of a 3.7 

mile linear park along the River Avon 
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Environmental Responsibility 
BATH HERITAGE 

 
Cleveland Pools is the UKõs oldest public outdoor swimming pool, 

opened 207 years ago in 1815. After a long history it unfortunately 

closed to swimming in 1984 and fell into disrepair and was 

threatened with demolition. In 2003, the owner, Bath and North East 

Somerset Council, put the site up for sale. 

In 2004 the Cleveland Pools Trust (CPT) was formed to rescue the 

pools, which have a grade II listed building status. Huge sums of 

money were raised, over £8m, mainly from the National Lottery 

Heritage Fund as well as BANES Council, private donations, and 

voluntary fundraising efforts. 

With a final Ã250,000 grant from the Councilõs Community 

Infrastructure Levy, the pool is nearly completed and is due to re-

open this summer 2022. 

Over 125 volunteers have helped with all aspects of the restoration 

project and this year the team won òVolunteers of the Yearó at the 

National Museums and Heritage Awards. 

The pool will even incorporate tiles designed by local school children. 

The heating system of the main pool will be carbon efficient and eco-

friendly, a state-of-the-art heating system which pumps and heats 

water from the adjoining River Avon using a Water Source Heat 

Pump. 

 

Pools nearing completion 

 

 

  

  

Pool Tiles 

 

 

 

A £3.4m restoration project to restore the Georgian pleasure park 

in Sydney Gardens has recently been completed after 3 years of hard 

work and a pandemic! 

The project created a large new play area for children, new tennis 

courts, a petanque court, restoring many of the historic buildings, 

including the Victorian public toilets, and extensive new planting. 

The majority of the funding came from the National Lottery Heritage 

Fund with additional help from Bath Parks team, the Friends of 

Sydney Gardens, local resident groups and the Holburne Museum. 

An active voluntary group now help maintain the planting and keeping 

the gardens tidy. 
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Prior Park Gardens  

The National Trust, which started caring for the historic landscape 

gardens in 1993, has undertaken a major restoration of the gardens in 

recent years costing well over £2m with most of the serious 

construction work nearing completion. 

The lakes and dams at the bottom of the garden by the Palladian Bridge, 

built in the mid 1700õs, and one of only 4 of this design in the world, 

have been emptied and repaired after both time and the destructive 

American Signal Crayfish had taken their toll. 

 

 

The crayfish burrowed into 

the banks which have now 

been altered to prevent this 

happening in the future. 

The lakes have been re-filled and the grass banks have been re-

seeded and paths reinstated. 

A team of volunteers have been helping with the project, 

clearing undergrowth, building paths and now helping with the 

replanting of the gardens and trees. 

One of Bathõs most beautiful historic gardens has now almost 

been fully restored and is once again a major part of Bathõs 

landscape and a haven for wildlife, with its surrounding 

countryside and mature trees and lakes. 

 

 

 

Environmental Responsibility 
THE NATIONAL TRUST AND BATH 

 

 

A view from the Skyline Walk ð from Bathwick 

Hill 

The National Trust also owns much of the green skyline 

overlooking the southern side of the city, creating a 

beautiful vista of fields and woods visible from the city 

centre. Much of this area has been created into the Bath 

Skyline Walk, just over 8.5km in length, with public 

footpaths and signage guiding visitors on a circular route. 

Volunteers help to maintain the paths, walls and wildlife 

habitat. 

It is this contrast of the city and the nearby green, rural 

haven of the skyline walk that is a special combination that 

has earned the City of Bath and its surrounding 

countryside World Heritage Site  status. 



16 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bath operates a weekly recycling scheme for households with garden 

waste and non-recyclable waste collected on alternate weeks. Recyclable 

materials such as food waste, plastics, cardboard, clothing, metals, glass, 

batteries, old spectacles, small electric items, paper and light bulbs etc are 

all collected every week. 

Business waste is collected on a regular basis depending on contract 

requirements. Some of this is done by both the Council and private 

contractors. 

Bath operates one recycling centre but there are two others available to 

Bath and North East Somerset residents in nearby towns. 

 

 

Bath and North East Somerset Council have just 

launched a new, Clean and Green  campaign 

which is a 12 month project using a one-off 

£950,000 investment to boost the existing cleaning 

services that are offered. This will include an 

increased graffiti removal service and improved 

routine street cleansing. 

Free graffiti removal is now offered for domestic 

properties and commercial properties can request a 

quote for this service. Part of the funding has been 

used to recruit an additional officer to help respond 

to an increase in demand for graffiti removal and to 

equip a new truck with the necessary equipment. 

 

Bath and North East Somerset (BANES) has an excellent recycling record with the latest annual records 

showing a Reuse, Recycling and Composting rate of 59,2%, which is the highest since records began. This 

means BANES was ranked 15th out of all 338 local authorities in England for its household recycling rates. 

 

A new, Clean and Green  team will work with community volunteer groups and local Councillors to tackle 

problem areas and arrange community action days where residents can get involved. 

Clean and Green  funding is also being used to invest in additional staff and equipment to carry out the regular 

maintenance of street plants and weeds. The Council no longer uses the chemical weedkiller glyphosate for 

regular maintenance and this means more labour-intensive manual and mechanical weed removal is necessary. To 

help with this weed removal the Council is encouraging local community volunteers to take part and they have 

set up No Place for Litter hubs across BANES from which volunteers can borrow equipment such as hoes, 

brushes and shovels by booking them in advance.  

 

 

 

Environmental Responsibility 
KEEPING BATH CLEAN 

 

KEEPING BATH CLEAN 
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More Trees for BANES is a not-for-profit community-based organisation which was set up in 2008 with the aim of 

growing, planting and caring for trees in the local area. Over 11,000 trees have been planted so far. 

Since 2020 they have been growing their own trees from local sources instead of buying them in with the uncertainty of 

provenance and the carbon footprint. Locally sourced trees will be better suited to local conditions, there are also cost 

savings to be made. As a result of growing from locally sourced seed, they have set up a network of community tree 

nurseries in the area.  

Spare greenhouse space has been donated by the local Councilõs Parks Department nursery in Royal Victoria Park, to 

sow the seeds and to grow on the seedlings before transferring them to the nursery network. The young trees are then 

grown on until they are a suitable size for their final planting out. Further tree nurseries are planned in the coming years 

as the success rate in germination has surprised everyone! Some mini nurseries are being set up in local schools with the 

aim of teaching children about the importance and care of trees. 

 

Environmental Responsibility 
MORE TREES FOR BATH AND NORTH EAST SOMERSET 

 

Planting on the slopes above Weston Village. 

Communal tree planting sessions are organised 

regularly, mostly during the cooler, wetter winter 

months. 

 

All the work is done by volunteers, from the 

collecting of local tree seeds to the final planting. 

All the trees grown by More Trees will be 

planted locally, within ten miles of where the 

seed was first collected. 

Full training, help and advice are given and people 

of all ages and walks of life are involved. All 

events are well advertised so that local people 

can enjoy the benefits of being in the fresh air, 

getting exercise and meeting friends, old and 

new. 

Volunteers meet weekly at the community 

nurseries to tend to the young trees, weeding 

and watering as well as constructing compost 

bins and rainwater harvesting systems. 

 

 

 

 

 

Volunteers pricking out tree seedlings 
  

òMighty oaks from 

little acorns growó 
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BANES do not have enough council land 

for vast numbers of new trees and so they 

are asking local residents to plant on their 

own land. Well supported events are held 

offering trees at 80% discount and so far, 

4000 trees have been distributed. 

The money raised is reinvested in the 

purchase of more trees to keep the 

programme running. 

 

 

 

The Chairman of Bath in Bloom and his 

wife planting specimen trees they have 

donated to the BANES tree planting 

initiative. One was a Cedar of Lebanon 

the other a Deodar Cedar.  

These trees were recorded on a Council 

database using GPS technology. 

 

 

Environmental Responsibility 

Tree Planting 

Bath and North East Somerset Council manage approximately 35,000 trees growing on council-owned land, such as 

parks, allotments, highways, cemeteries and car parks. They also manage over 100 hectares of woodland and 

implement new tree planting schemes. 

BANESõs most ambitious scheme is to plant 100,000 trees by May 2023. To achieve this huge initiative requires 

everyone in the district to be involved. Participants include More Trees for BANES, local housing association Curo, 

numerous volunteer groups, individual local residents, local businesses, local schools, IYN groups and the Council 

themselves. 

The Council have planted over 200 trees on streets around the area and during the next planting season they aim to 

work with schools to adopt the One Tree Per Child Programme, an initiative which aims for all primary school 

children to plant a tree and watch it grow. 

The Queenõs Green Canopy (QGC) initiative for the Jubilee ties in well with the Council schemes above. The Council 

has given a tree to 56 schools in its area to plant in their grounds as part of the UK-wide initiative to ôPlant a Tree for 

the Jubileeõ. 

BANES Council has been celebrated for its tree planting projects under the QGC programme, highlighting outstanding 

cities which have trees as a central part of their plans for green spaces for which Bath has been awarded prestigious 

Champion City status. 

 

The Mayor of 

Bath planting 

a tree in the 

city centre 
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A portable street seating 

and planting area. 

 

One of Bathõs successful ôparkletsõ, 

created during the pandemic, but now 

firmly established as part of the city 

street furniture and planting. 

 

A beautiful living sculpture of a butterfly 

created by the Bath Parks Department 

for Southgate shopping centre.  
 

Environmental Responsibility 
 

 

The Garricks Head, the former home of 

Beau Nash, always puts on a good 

display. 

 

On top of one of Bathõs 

newest, largest hotels a 

large green roof has been 

created. They hope in 

the near future to install 

a couple of beehives. This 

is right in the city centre! 

 

The Coeur de Lion, one of 

Bathõs smallest pubs. 
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Claverton Gardening Clubõs annual 

Flower Show 

 

 

Alice Park thanking 

Bath in Bloom on 

their facebook 

page 

 
 

Friends of The 

Firs, on Combe 

Down, organised 

a Jubilee 

celebration 

 

Community Participation 

 

Widcombe Primary 

School children 

planting wildflower 

plugs provided by 

Bath in Bloom 
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Overlooking the City of Bath and only a few minutesõ walk from the railway station, lie some ten acres of undulating 

pasture. 

Until recently this land, owned by BANES, was let out to various tenants for the grazing of animals. From September 

2020 the land has been managed, under licence from BANES, by the newly formed The Friends of Lyncombe Hill Fields, 

a not-for-profit community group of enthusiastic local volunteers. 

The groupõs vision for the Fields is to òconserve and enhance the biodiversity of the land and maintain its wild nature 

whilst safeguarding public accessó. 

Having completed a comprehensive survey of the existing flora and fauna, improvement plans were put into action. 

Areas were cleared, old structures removed, trees and hedges planted, wildflower areas created, bird and bat boxes 

installed, log piles built and improved paths and walkways constructed, to encourage people to walk through and enjoy 

the Fields. It is considered very important that people have easy access to the Fields so as to enjoy the wildlife and 

wildflowers. 

 

 
  

Dozens of volunteers have been recruited, a website 

created, newsletters produced, display noticeboards put 

up and definitive plans put into place for the future 

development and use of the Fields.  

The volunteers meet twice a week throughout the year 

to carry out surveys and work on the Fields. During the 

summer months they also hold an extra evening session 

each week. All are welcome, with full training and 

advice given. Amateur photographers are appointed to 

record the developments and changes as well as the 

wildlife. 

 

 

 

Lyncombe Hill Fields now supports a range of 

features; traditional grassland pasture rich in wild 

flowers, old and new hedgerows with wonderful 

mature trees and a new small developing woodland.  

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION  

Lyncombe Hill Fields 

òA Wild Hilltop Paradiseó only minutes from Bath City Centreó 
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The wildlife of the Fields is constantly surveyed and recorded 

throughout the year, 

The bird surveys have logged over 37 different species and 

over 200 species of wildlife have been recorded and entered on 

the iNaturalist App. 

They obtain their funding through grant applications, donations 

and their own fund-raising activities. In fact, Bath in Bloom has 

provided them with two grants recently. 

 

 

 

 

Guided walks for members of the public, such as bat watching, are led by experts 

at different times of the year. 

School children are invited for outdoor classes to study the plants, insects, and 

other wildlife on a regular basis. The children also help plant wildflowers. 
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ITõS YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD 

Bath City Farm is a volunteer led, 37-acre urban farm situated in a residential area on the west side of 

Bath. It is a charity that has been supporting people living in Bath, for over 25 years. Itõs work, apart from 

being a fun day out for children and families, focuses on providing education, conserving the environment, 

supporting people with mental health issues, those living with disabilities, and to boost health and 

wellbeing. The farm has farm animals, walking trails, play park, farm shop and café. The farm shop sells 

locally made produce and meat from some of the animals bred on the farm. Entry is free to everyone. 

Weston Village Gardening Club is a large gardening club in 

Bath with over 170 members. They organise the annual 

potato day early in the year and the Weston flower show 

in September, as well as coach trips and a holiday. All of 

the village planters are planted and maintained by members. 

 
 

 
Alice Park Community Garden is a lovely garden mainly growing vegetables  

and flowers and run by volunteers which encourages food self-sufficiency and  

helps people show their skills and knowledge. They also have a wildlife pond. 

 

 

Blooming Whiteway is run by local residents. They are creating a small local park area from a patch of waste 

ground with tree and bulb planting. Events are also organised for local residents. 

Friends of the Royal United Hospital is a group of volunteers who work each 

week to maintain the courtyards and gardens throughout the hospital for the  

benefit of patients, staff and visitors. 

 

 

Friends of Lyncombe Hill Fields is a wildlife area less than a mile from Bath city centre. See pages 21 & 22. 

Friends of Henrietta Park is run by local residents to help plant and maintain a beautiful city centre park. The 

park has mature trees, flower beds and a sensory garden with a pond. 

Bath Organic Group is a collection of purely organic allotments collectively tended by members with produce 

shared and surplus produce sold at the weekly farmerõs market, with the proceeds funding the activities of the 

group. 

St Andrewõs C of E Primary School actively encourages pupils to appreciate nature and food by growing their 

own vegetables and flowers and looking after a wildlife garden with a pond and bird and hedgehog boxes. 

Bath WI Edible Garden is a lovely quirky small garden situated within Bathõs 

Botanical Gardens. It is predominately planted with edible, insect friendly,  

plants and flowers. The garden has featured on BBC Gardenerõs World! 

 

The gardening team proudly 

displaying their Bath in 

Bloom trophy award. 
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Friends of Moorland Park is a group of local residents created to maintain and improve the park with the planting of 

trees and flowers and seating areas for all to enjoy. 

Walcot Street Community Group is a group of residents and businesses encouraging a vibrant feel to the artisan 

quarter. They plant and maintain a community garden, an historic fountain and 30 planters. See pages 5 & 6. 

Bloomfield Green is an open patch of grassland that has been transformed into a small park land with the addition of 

trees and shrubs, pathways, seating areas and a childrenõs play area with equipment. Community events are now 

regularly held. 

Greenlinks is a community support group offering people with mental and physical health issues the opportunity to 

engage in gardening activities through their large allotment site.  

Friends of Sydney Gardens is a local group of volunteers who help maintain the famous historic leisure gardens following 

a large restoration over the last several years. See page 14. 

Widcombe Association is an active group of local residents who are improving their 

local environment and a very busy High Street. Their activities include planting and 

maintaining planters, hanging baskets, various open spaces and a newly created 

community garden.  

The association also runs a very success gardening club, a regular Open Gardens event 

and other local resident activities. 

 

 

Friends of Broadmoor Lane Orchard is a very active local group of residents who have campaigned to have the orchard 

area designated a Local Green Space. They use the orchard for an annual Wassail, Apple Day and many more 

community events. Everyone is welcome. A recent project was to create a wildflower meadow with the help of a grant 

from the Bath in Bloom committee. 

 

 

 

 

Preparing the wildflower patch of 

ground 

 

Halloween pumpkin event 

 

The wildflower end result! 

 

Widcombe 

Association 

volunteers 

planting an 

open space 

A wildflower meadow 

created at the end of 

Widcombe High Street 

on a very busy road 

junction 
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COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION 

BATH IN BLOOM GARDENING COMPETITION 

 

The Bath in Bloom committee organise an annual gardening 

competition for all residents, businesses, schools and 

community groups in Bath and Nort East Somerset. 

With up to 150 entrants each year, which is slowly increasing 

again after the cancelation during the pandemic, and eleven 

categories to choose from, there is something for everyone 

to enter. 

Volunteer judges from the committee and 

horticulture in the Bath area, spend their 

time judging the entries over a period of 

nine days during the latter part of June. 

Entrants are assessed and given a bronze, 

silver, silver-gilt, or gold award with one 

overall winner from each category. All 

winners receive a certificate, and the 

category winners receive a trophy. 

A special award ceremony is held in 

September attended by the Mayor of Bath, 

where they can meet other entrants and 

groups and enjoy their success. 

1. Small garden up to 150 sq. m 

2. Medium garden 150-500 sq. m 

3. Large garden over 500 sq. m 

4. Containers and/or hanging baskets  

display ð home planted 

5. Allotment or kitchen garden  

6. Business premises using container  

planting (e.g. Hotel,B&B,shop,office) 

7. Business premises with a garden  

8. Pub with floral display ð containers  

or garden 

9. Horticultural achie vement by a  

community group  

10. Patio or courtyard garden ð private  

or business 

11.  Schools 

 

 

 

 

 

Kindly sponsor the Bath in Bloom Gardening Competition 
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The winner of the Small Garden category 

 

 

 

 

 

The overall winner of the Business Category 

 

 

A Silver winner in the Large Garden category 

 

  

New entrants, The Gardeners of 

Alderbrook Farm, who scooped Gold 

and were overall winner for their 

environmentally inspired allotment. 

 

The Private Gardens Champion Winner, 

Penny Dalrymple-Smith in her wonderful 

courtyard garden. 

 

The container Gold and Category Winner 
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COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION 

SCHOOLS 

 

The RHS South West in Bloom organised a painting competition for schools. The 

theme was òThe Queenõs Platinum Jubilee Gardenó and Bath in Bloom encouraged 

the local schools to take part. A few hundred entries were received and judged by 

the committee. 

 

Winner of the Under 7 age group 

 

Winner of the 7-11 age group 

 

 

Two winners were selected and were forward to the RHS South West competition. 

To make the competition more special, Bath in Bloom are giving a £100 prize to the 

winning schools and a colourful certificate will be awarded to the successful children. 

The Bath in Bloom committee actively engages with the local schools, encouraging them to plant trees, bulbs and 

develop wildlife habitats.  

The committee invites them to enter the annual Bath in Bloom Gardening Competition and this year a record 8 

primary schools took part. Judging day is always treated as a very special day for the school and the children are 

very excited and keen to show off their endeavours. Their rewards are presented at a special assembly held at 

their school. 

 

 

WASPS school planting a tree 

donated by Bath in Bloom 

 

 

Children excitedly showing a Bath in Bloom 

competition judge their worms for their new 

wormery 
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Bathõs largest litter pick of the year involved 170 

volunteers collecting rubbish along the banks of a 15 

mile stretch of the River Avon and Kennet and Avon 

Canal, running through BANES from Keynsham through 

Bath to Limpley Stoke. 

This was part of this yearõs Great British Spring Clean. 

On a beautiful Spring day in March, ten volunteer groups 

of people of all ages worked alongside Avon Fire and 

Rescue, Canoe Avon, Bath Sea Cadets and Bath Canoe 

Club. 

They cleared the litter using equipment provided by Bath 

and North East Somerset Council including pickers, 

childrenõs pickers, sacks, gloves, and Hi-Viz jackets.  

Councillor David Wood, cabinet member for Neighbour 

Services, said òThank you to all the volunteers who 

joined forces to carry out the Great Avon River Pick. Itõs 

a huge success that more than 120 bags of litter were 

saved from polluting our waterways, posing a danger to 

wildlife, and remaining an eyesore in our beautiful 

district. We are lucky to have such strong support from 

volunteer groups and partner organisations who work 

hard all year round to keep Bath and North East 

Somerset looking clean and tidyó. 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY LITTER PICKING 

 

The Weston Village litter pick group who meet twice a 

month. 

Chris Nicholson, the leader of the Weston 

Village pickers, organised the Great Avon 

River Pick and as a result has become part 

of the Keep Britain Tidy #LitterHeroes 

Ambassador Programme.  

 


